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HONGKONG, SATURDAY, 28th DBCVEMBER, 1907, No. 26 
etn 7 “a3 ' Cham Chu, a coolie emplored at the Water- 
oe CONTENTS. FAR EASTERN NEWS. i works, was charged bafore Mr. F. A. Haseland 
oe ‘at tho Police Court yesterday with obtaining a 
a Pace — i briba of $5. 1t was proved that tha defendant 
: Fipitonnie: scsis0scuatess3cchagearshser ones otis ve OI 1 went to house No. 103, Des Vaux Road Cen- 

a Leading Articles — At the offices of the Pub'ic Works Denart. tral, and offered to alter tha water pipe so that 

HY 3 Hankow eee cscccceccttees ctessscsssssueee 406 | Ment on Decomber 23rd Inland I.ot No, 178: . the eccupaats would be able to gat a better 

: Finance oeecsccceee ccese ccsvecsremeate oeseeeessseeef | Which bas an area of 27,60) square faet, wax , supply of water. Yrsterday he told his Wor- 

Seanonable oo. ceeceecccse eeceeesveesse vesssvsseeveee4O7 | Offered for sale by pablic auction, The . ship that the meney was given bim to buy 

i} Chines Duonceacane gay | Purchasers wera Messrs, Palmer and Turner, , ¢:ment, but as his Worship was of a different 

f ee Pea ett ERE TER OE SRT who cbtained the lot for $.1,54, b-ing $50 - opinion, he sentenced the defendant to three 
Hongkong Sanitary Board ...........cceeneee : 


above the upset price. 1 months’ imprisonmant. 


Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce ....... .410 


The Ewo Cotton Spinning & Weaving Co., Ld .....412 A Daily Press telegram dated Tokyo, Dacam- 


Seong 


The hesdlessness of a ricsba coolie was the 


meagre Sten Wittal ee Neate SAN ch shbae 
i 


cause of an accident 60 the vehiele of another on 

3 Buprome Court ....c. cece cee ccs see cee cee cee senses vases 412 ber 25th said:—T'ha Nippon Yasen Kaisha’s 'Taeediy, and the neghgent man appeared 
fa Cantun ......... 0.6... be cea lacescebeaes ween besene sedestl Odaaee . Ue new  nine-thousand-ton staamar, the Kaqu , before Mr. Gompertz at the Pclica Court on a 
Evolution of Hongkong ..... cece eaee cree 413) Maru, was launched at Nagasaki to-day, It is ‘charge of obstruction. As Mr. Marican, the 

Kolangsu (Amoy) Municipal Conne il................413 | the firat of six vessels of that sigs n-w' cycle agunt, was proceeding slong Queen's 

Commerc’Dlecs cscs cccuy cesses 4 4 | building, and Japin’s distinot advance in thes Road'near the Hongkong Hotel in a motor care 

Shipping ececcce cece cece cece eceseeerseeee eve. 416 | Craft of shipbuilding is reosiving encaminms i tha defendant dashed aorosa his path to secar, 


—_~ ~—— | the Press, some papers pointing out that the a fare, heedlees of the loud ringing of the 

Miiten Bishi firm is inferior to nona in the! warning bell. ‘his action turned the m tor- 

BIRTHS. world. - man off his course, and in endeavouring to 

ae aie \ avert a collision he collided with another ricsha 

On December 4th, at the British Tegatian A number of merchants of Shantung provinca Vand damaged it to the ext nt of $3.50, His 

Peking. the wife of C.C. A. Kirke, of a aon. "| have sant notice to the Peking Government to! Worship muloted the negligent ooolie in this 
On mber 15th, at Shanghai, the wife of | the effeot that H.E. Wu Ting-ping, Acting amount, 

Rev. E. Pruiey of Huchow, a gon. Governor of that province, is an iueapable ; 


et ee ee 


On December 16th, at Shanghai. the wife of 
Peroy A. Maciran, of a son. ; 
On December 19th, at Shanghai, the wife of 
WakEFoRD Cox, of a gn. 
On December 22nd, at 6 Stewart. Terrace, Peak, 


official who does not. know how to disgharga his 
duties, except “tu flatter fureignars axpecially 
the Germans.” In oonclusion the retitioners | 
requeat the Government t) remove him without 
delay and to appoint an “enlightened” «ffcial 


AMENDED REGULATIONS. 


The following regulatio.e made by the Ge- 


the wife of R. J. Lea Waicar (E. E. Tel. «0.), |; f 
of a daughter. [2010 in his stead, 


It will ba remembered that an Imperial 
Resoript was recently isaaed through the Grand 
Conneil urging H.E Tsén Ch’un-haneo [Shum] 
ex-Viceroy of the Liaugkang provinoas, to ga 


MARRIAGE, 


On December 16th,at Shanghai, Gavin Lixnsay | UP to Peking for aa andience. The Central - 
Government is in receipt of a telegram from ° 


CAMPBELL, tu Eus1e Forses. 
his Exc-llenoy stating that he will obey the 
Imperial command as goon as he has antirely 
recavered from the present sizata of the illness 
to which he is clronically subj-ct. 


DEATHS. 


On November 2nd, at Lowell, Mass. US.A,, in The last voyage of discovery of Leung Choi- 
her 25th yea, Mrs. Sanan H. Daxrortu, mother | chi was accomplished on Thursday, and yaster- 
of A. W. Danforth, of Shanghai. day he was docked in Victoria Jail where he 

On December 16th, af. Shanghai. Wittram | will remain for som+ months. Late on ‘{hursday 
Hoprtey of Manchester, in his 42nd year. night te ran alovgsi ie a ooal junk lying off 

On lecamber 18th, at Shanghai, Cuaruezs | No. 2 Police 8 ation, and thinking he was un- 
Freperick Mouus, second son of |Bishup Moule, | observed cut the anchor cable aud removed the 
in his 40th year. ; sochor. Theo hacast off from the Junk and pulled 

On December 19th, at Shanghai Caprreuina | forthe store, This however, had beau wit tess-d 
Da Siiva Lopes, wife of Tobias Maria Lopes, in by a wakeful memb-r of thie: jank’s crew, wh 


ner 56th year. silently weke others on boird. A b-al was 
== ae = a quickly lowered and thea seamen started ia 
, Seay : | pursuit the thief. When about 1 0 yards 
* ty sly ie separated tue two boats tua mao iu the latter 
Ponghong cd eclhili 4] tess, inno the anchor vverhoard, aud gaining the 
; raya was about to dash off with bis shoes auder 
pea his arm when a lukong d tsived him. The 
Honexona OFrice: 10a, Des Vaux RoavCh people from the junk wore ashore shortly aft-r 
° , ~ him, and whea they ‘o'd their story L-uug was 
Lonpon OFFICE: 131, Feeer Street, E.c, | taken to the station. Tuers. when qu-stioned, 
he was unable to g.vea satisfactory account of 
how he came by the dinghy, the result being 


a that he was chirged befura Mr. F. A. Hosdland 
ARRIVAL OF MAILS, lat the Polios Conort yesterday with stealiug an 
©. anchor and being io uniawful possession of a 


0 dinghy. Both charges were proved and his 
The Englist Mail of Nov. 29th arrived a Worship sentsnced the defeudanot to tures 


. . eh weeks bard labour aod six bours' stocks on 
the *.8. Arcadia, on Friday, the 27th instant. the first, and 14 days on the second charge. 


veroor-ig- ouacil have been cancelled, and those 
appeariug hereunder substituted in their 
atead :— 
| Ragalition No. 6 in relation to petroloum 
lin cases now reads:—“6 If the declaration 
_ made by the Master under Rule 4 shews that 
; the cas: oil on board his v ssel consists of 
naphtha or usaphtha products, the Harbear 
. Master shill satisfy himself that the eil is se 
packed in strong hermetically sealed metal 
drums commonly known as" [usuranoce Drums” 
(each contaiatng not more than 1U galloms) 
(such drams being so filled as to leave 
an air space equal to at least 1/2Uh the eapasity 
of each drum, so aa to allow room for expamsion 
of th« liquid consequent upom ohauges of 
temperature), that it may be safely transperted 
by witer aid land, and upon being so satisfied 
may git permixs oa for the vessel cither to 
i discharge such csrgo in one of the proscribed 
dangerous goods aachorages or to priee-d te 
one of the presorib-d wharves and there deliver 
. the oil to the persoa authorised to receive the 
same, Hefore giving sach pormission the 
' Harbour Master may require the Master of the 
vessel to procare a report from the Juveroment 
Analyst as to tha useare of the oil. Every 
ighter, cargo boat, ur other rvasul, whem being 
used for the purpose of conveying naphtha in 
the waters of the Colony in quaot-ties of more 
than 50 gallons, shall carry a box or tank con- 
taining not lees than 100 Ibs. of dry sand in 
such a position as to be immediately availabl» 
at all times,” 

Under sections 25 (4) and 42 of th: Merchant 
Shivping ‘’rdiusnce, 1899, regulation No. 2 
has been altered to read: “2 + oreign Soldiors 
or Sailors shall not be landed in the Colony ia 
numbers exceed'ng ons hundred from any ship 
or transport for parposes of recreation without 
the p«rmission uf the Governor obtained 
througt the Consal or Offlo-r of the country to 
which sueh soldiers or sailocs bel ng.” 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND [December 28, 1907. 


allowance for the difficulty of their duty. It have quoted and said enough to give an 
is not for us or anyone else to criticise in | inkling of the position of affuirs at the river 


HANKOW. 


—— 


14 (Daily Press, December 23rd). 
Itbas been so constantly drummed in that 
Hankow is the coming model settlement of 
China that we cannot afford to iguore any of 
its entrances upon the stage of publicity. 
Lately, it would seem by the columas of the 
Hankow Daily News, it has been emanding 
[ public interest in its municipal manage- 
‘ ment; that is to say, for the municipal 
affaira of the Britich concession at Hankow. 
Oue very able correspondent criticises the 
rental assessment, as the basis of the amount 
of hou-e tax each rateparer ig called up :n to 
pay It appears to have been raised lately, 

ut the criticism referred to appears tu be 
gomewbat more coherent than the inevitable 
grumble folluwing such incident. Demand- 
ing ag bare justice a generally equitable 
ratio, the critic calls attention to the 
iH unfairnesses evident when comparing rating 
on values and on rentals, Instances are 
given which would not be informative if 
reproduced bere, and it may be sulficient if 
the yist of the complaint be deduced from 
tue following quotation : 

Broadly speaking the rule xppears.to be that 
if itis a fine building on the band, or other 
leading thoroughfare, belonging to some wealthy 
firm or corporation then it sh«ll ba assessed at 
a mere fraction of what the resident toa rented 
house in a back street Hike to pay proportionately. 
Since mors money is wanted the best method 
would be to obtain it from those who can best 
spereit Let the hengs and godowns be 
assogsed at the same rate proportionate to value 
as the smaller houses and the revenue problem 
would be immediately solved, while an act of 
simple justice would be done which has been 
too long delayed, But the members of the 
coancil live in bongs. 

What looks very like an inspired argu- 
ment appears in our Hankow contemporary 
ou this point. It goea over, patiently 
E and thoroughly, the wellkoown theories 

"or processes of assessing real values. 
Prime cost is easily shown to be no fair 
criterion, but the argument that rental 
a value is an absolutely true index fails, as 
q might be expected. 
: We cannot accept prime cost as any index of 
real value, but contend that :ental value is an 
index, es it includes all clement of value and 
this we would demonstrate by the following 

iNustrations, Suppose, for the sake of argu- 

- meng, that by some early rights one bad been 
: relay to erect ina convenient position on 
4 extreme value to some shipping or other firm 
The original cost of that hat might be 100 taels 
2 and for it ona woul:l perhaps receive 100 taels a 
a month. Onthe «ther band one might build « 
q house at the back of the Conoessicn which would 
cost 2,000 taele and yet only receive 100 taels a 
3 month. ‘Taking the taxation at 10 per osnt., it 
would be obviously based on false pri: cipl-s; for 

one man to pay one tenth of what the other 

man paid when their rental value was the 

same would be absurd, Take another case, 

suppose a man with very luxurious aod 

extravagant idsas were to build a house 

of marble and other o-s'ly materials al a 

cost of 102,000 taela, and he died insolveut, and 
the house was sold for 10, 0U taels,it would be 
obviously unfair to tax th~« new occupant on the 
original cost. The practic of selling property 
on the b sigof 10, 15, or 20 years purchase of 
the rental value with modifications governed 
by the condition of repair is another demonstra- 
: tion of tue principle. 

In the case of railway stations, for in- 
stance, where there can be no gauge of 
rental, one method is seen to be as useless 
as the other, though their initial cost is | 
taken into account. Always, however, the 
community has to fall back upou the busi- 
ness acamen and public spirit and integrity 
of ite asseesors; and Hankow, like every 
other place in the ratepsying world, wust 
trust these important officials, and make due 


REA OA AT TE 


band a small hut or shed which would be of 


such a matter. 

There is another poiat raised by our 
contemporary's currespondent with which, 
as residents in a Colony that has profited 
greatly by eucouraging the settlement of 
Chivese amongst us, we are more in 
sympathy. It appears that the British 
Municipal Couucil of Hankow discourages 
Chinege rettlers. 


port, which is all we set out to do. 


FINANCE. 


—__—_»—__—. 
(Daily Press, December 24th.) 
In his new book, ‘ American Banking,” 
r, Emit 8. Fiscuer makes reference to 
‘the financial disasters in the United States 


When the extension was obtained it was of America at the end of 1907."’ The urticles 


understood that this would bsallowed. Under 


are reprinted trom the Peking and Tientsin 


article XXI of the Lind Regulations it is! Times. Mr. Fiscuxr, who has been actively 


provided that: ‘The unicipal Couacil is 
empowered to issue, subject to the approval 
of H: B! M's Consul- eneral in each oase, 
permits to build houees aud sbops for Chinere 
ooo pation upon the lots West of the Poyang 
road, At the outset the Counoil of the day 
took sdvantage of this emp -werment, and 
Chinese shops and houses are to be found at each 
eud of the Poyang road in consequence, Bat 
the present Council refuses to grant such 
permits and thereby inflicts a serious injary on 
several sections of the communily First, on 
those who bought land on the extevsion, and had 
it raised at great expense, ou the taith that it 
could be utilized for this purpose. They suok 
their capits!l in what was origin Jly a series of 
water boles, and there it promises to remain 
indefinitely as loug as tuis attitude of the 
Council is maiotained. It may, or may not, 
be a wise policy to keep this land vacant for 
the benefit of the British merchant of the good 
time coming which never seems toarrive. Is it 
fair, however, that t)is should be done at the 
expunse of the deluded investor in back conces- 
sion lots? I think not. A similar injury is 
inflicted «n every ratepayer by the Council's 
policy. It is evident that if money is taken 
from the ratepayer which the Council could 
readily cbtain from other sources, the ratepayer 
is to that «xtent the loser. ow, were more of 
the extension oocapied with Chinese houses the 
revenue would be vastly iooreased. For 
ex«mple: on the Taiping Road there are two 
adjacent lots Noa 80 and 90, occupied by 
Chinese. Their uofted area amount (o n0 mors 
than {hat of one lot on the ol concession, and 
yet they yield a house tax revenue equal to that 
derived from all the hongs and godowns on half 
the bund... . Thx Chinese «xclusioa policy is 
further detrimental to the trade of the place, ‘The 
common sayiug bas it that the trade follows the 
flag : that is, it follows the people who carry the 
flag. At present the people are going down to 
German town, but were the British extension 
open ila superior advantages would lead them t1 
congrrgate there, Supposing then that it could 
be filled with the batter olass uf Clinese shops, 
houses and warehouses—and it is only the large 
establishments and the well to do who coald 
afford to comethe volume of trade carried on 
from the British concession would be vastly 
increased. The import dues, +nother item of 
revenue, would also rapidly expand. ‘he outcry 
against the presence of Chinese in foreign 
settlements is, from the business poiat of view, 
an exceedingly foolish one. Each party benefits 
from the presence of the other. The Chinese 
prosper on acoonnt of the foreign protection, and 
the foreigaers thrive on the business they bring. 
The position could not be better ex- 
pressed, if argument on argument were 
multiplied. ‘Tne Council, evidently suffi- 
ciently cautious xlretady, could encourage 
rapid exteusion without permitting cou- 
gested areas to occur as they occurred iu 
Hougkoug. We need not waste sympathy 
on the specu'ators who reckoned vu a line 
of policy thut has not beea followed, but on 
public grounds, the enhauc-ment of needed 
revenue, the cultivation of tra‘e, and the 
keeping in the vaa of what should be the 
remier se!tlement, it 8 ems to ux that the 
Mauieipal Councillors might do worse than 
reconsider their attitude toward this ques- 
tion, Our contemporary dves not deal 
with this part of the criticism, eo f.r as 
we have observel; but if the Municipil 


Council hes further arguweuts we have! the banks c.artered 
overlooked, so also have they who believe! within their own territury, 


in encouraging native settlers, But we 


engaged with Financial Associations in 
South America, Shanghai, and New York 
since 1900, aud is now doing business under 
his own name in North China, is from bis 
wide experience admirably equipped to give 
an intelligent account of the causes which 
have led up to the recent financial capsize 
in New York. It is, of course, in a pamph- 
let extending over only 17 pages imp-ssible 
to give more than t1e merest sketch of 
the financial conditions prevniling at New 
York, but considering the emall space at 
his disposal he ha given an admirable sum- 
mary. The causes were not altogether local, 
but were the outcome of conflicting laws, as 
well as the sequela of a long period durin 
which the fundamental principles of nationa, 
finance were but indifferently compreheuded 
in the States. .. ° 

National finance aa a science isa plant 
of but slow growth, and it reflects no 
discredit on the States that the principles 
of the Higher Finance can hardly be sail to 
have taken root in America prior to the con- 
clusion of the great Civil War half a century 
ugo. It is therefore a subject of little 
wonder that some of the old prejudices 
should still remain in a semi-dormaot 
condition. Confurmably with the original 
conoeplion of the United States as a grou 
of separate and independent republics wi 
little more bond of connection than was 
actually necessary for mutual protection 
agninst outside attack, each State was left 
(ree to form its own interual administration, 
and wake its own laws; and the thought of 
a federal bank for the control of the nancial 
affuirs of the Union generally never entered 
the thoug'its, even, of the earlier admini- 
atrators. It was not, indee |, till the Civil 
War forced on the country generally the 
necessity of establishing some system of 
financial contro! extending over the entire 
Union, that any such want was experienced. 
This was sufficiently for the needs of the 
period, accomplished by strengthening the 
hands, and increasing the responsibilities of 
the Secretary to the Treasury. The close of 
the war found the country fluoded with 
paper money, which hal beea issued in 
practically unlimited amounts towards the 
and, and this had rapidly det-riorated in 
value, and was becoming a menace to the 
well heing of the entire Union. To effect a 
return to cash paymenis, without further 
rising suspicions on the part of the State 
Guveruments was the difficult problem that 
faced the Secretary to the Treasury. To 
suggest a State Bank on the model of the 
Bank of England or Banque de Franc, was 
in the condition of public feeling not to be 
thought of, und such was the jealousy of 
the State administrations that no project to 
render State Banks amenable to Federal 
control from Washington could bope to 
pass Congress. Still wll felt that some: i 
must be dove, and the cunclusion arrive! at 
wus to authorise the establishment in the 
Stries of banks to be known_as Nationu? 
Bunks ulongside the State Bdénks,—that i+ 
by the turious States 
and subject only 
to State laws und State control. These 


. “might 


Decamber 28, 1907] 
National Bauks, on the contrary, were to 
be independent of the State laws and con- 
trol, were to be chartered from Washington 
direct, and to be under the immediate 
inspection of officers appointed by the 
Treasury, who were given full powers of 
inspection at any time, and very efficient 
control which they were bound to put in 
ractice, In return for this the National 

ks were authorised to issue notes, which 
were to be legal tender, but against which 
they had always to keep a corresponding 
amount of Government securities, or actual 
coin. The Bankers generally complained 
that these rules were too stringent, and 
would defeat their own purpose: Govern- 
ment, however, persevered, and several of 
theese banks came into existence, and have 
continued to the present day, 

Alongside these are the ordinary State 
Banks, subject to the laws of the particular 
State. For the most part the S.ate lawa 
provide fur periodical inspections, but 
these are by no means of the exhaustive 
description required by Washington. 
Regarding these Mr. Fiscuger tells us:— 
“Trust. Companies possess chartera from 
State Governments which give them by 
far a larger latitude and freedom of activity. 
They generally have very powerful fiuancial 
interests aa their Backing. It is by asking 
State Governments for. charters that the 
powerful political backing, plays its réle. 

e first trust company in New York was 
chartered by special act of the Legislature 
in 1822, and all trust companies up to 1872 
were under special law. [t depends upon 
the State politicians to get privileges which 
place these trust companies in the position 
of doing business mouuting to figures of 
great magnitude; and as a natural con- 
sequence of recent years their numbers have 
enormously increased. It is quite natural 
in these disastrous days of collapse that one 
or other of these could not hold iteelf. 
They had not enough cash reserve in their 
Falta and were unable to get cash, even ut 
the call rate from day to day of 100 per 
cent per annum, and found themselves com- 
pelled to close their doors so as to save the 
holdings of the bank from greater logs.’’ 

The State Legislatures unskilled in the 
iencese of finance had in fact been granting 
charters, mainly from political influences, 
which while poeeine to safeguard de- 
positors and others, permitted things to be 
done contrary to sound finance, and in- 
consistent with themselves. He cites ag an 
example the Knickerbocker Trust Com pany 
of New York, whose collapse was the 
immediate cause of the disastrous panic 
that for three weeks ruled New York. 
Under its charter the institution was legal 
depository for State, City, and Court funds; 
it could hold on trust auy real or persuual 
estate, act as executor of deceased estates, 
trustee, guardian, or as assignee of bank- 
rupt estates, and could undertake the 
management and control of miuors, lunatics 
and idiots. All these were perfeotly 
legitimate functions, and had the charter 
strictly limited the disposal of the funds in 
the hands of the ‘Irust to kindred purposes, 
the institution would undoubtedly have 
proved a public benefit. Unfortunately the 
State Legislature had not the requisite 
financial knowledge, and placed no re 
strictions on the kind of securities in which 
the Trust was permitted to deal. The 
board of Directors contained names that 
have been looked upon as un- 

impeachable, did there exist a definite rule 

limiting the investments to real estate or 
= eorrespondi securities. Unfortuvately 

many of the most influential of the directors 
were men belonging to the great trusts who 
have been: accustomed, owing to their 


rsonal influence, to override the State 
egislators, and associated with these were a 
set of executive officers—smart men, as men 
are considered so on the New York Stock 
Exchange. The result was that the 
Knickerbocker Trust in addition to its 
primary business of trusteeship, commenced 
to run in wild competition with the Banks. 
Now two more inconsistent businesses could 
not exist, As a mutter of necessity the 
securities of a trust ussociition are immove- 
able, and only realisable by deliberation 
an lon an unexcited warket. On the .ther 
hand the necessary condition of existence 
of a bank is that its securities shall be at 
all times liquid, and never liable to become 
rigid or sluggish. Oa this account the 
institution was uot recugnised by the New 
York Clearing House, a voluntary as- 
sociation of the leading banks, including 
the National Banks. For the purpose of 
being admitted each bank has to hold at 
least 25 per cent of its indebtednesa to 
depositors in cash, and so undergo an audit 
every week when its financial condition is 
published. Naturally to a‘trust institution 
such as the Knickerbocker institution was 
fundamentally there could be no possibility 
of its doing this, But this very fact gave 
it an unfair advantage over the real banks, 
in aiding concerng that did not desire 
publicity; and an unscrupulous President 
took advantage of the upeuiny. The Ieason 
then to be learned from the New York crash 
is the weakness inherent in many of these 
American develupmeuts from the duplicate 
system of Federal and State legislation and 
practise. Whut may be perfectly legitimate 
us seen from New York may be highly 
reprehensible when viewed from Washington, 
and vice-versa, Fortunately tle nation 
at large is not blind to the evils engender- 
ed of double cootrol, and the natural 
remedy in the gradual extension of Federal 
over State control is growing steauily 
from day to-day. Still many important 
influences are ranged on the side of the 
present wasteful systew, and must note- 
worthy aud influential of these are the 
trusts which atrive to monopolise and centre 
iu their own nowmiaoees the entire industry 
of the country. The downfall o: the New 
York Banks is only one of the minor effecta 
ofa generally unhealtuy system; but has 
probably done a great deal to openiug the 
public eye to the -uecessity of some radical 
change. 


SEASONABRE. 


-_-_-— > - --- 
(Daily Press, December 25th.) 
A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Tue old wishes in the sume old phrase, with, 
We trust, some of the same old sincerity and 


it is practically out of the question that we 
should hope to revive the exuberance of 
Dickens’ “Christmas Carol,” and though 
that was a noble exuberance, it would here 
and now perhaps seem forced and even 
unnecessary, Old Scrooces are not to be 
found among our taipans; nor are we sure 
that in their honge would it be easy to 
discover many of tne Bos Crarcair type. 
It isn’t the real genuine mistletoe that 
hangs this morning in many of our houses ; 
nor is it pukka holly. Here as in Britain 
the very childreu, tur whom Christimas is 
maiuly kept up, tell us that Saxta Kuavs 
consists wostly of talse whiskers, and io 
deference to juvenile enlightenment, many 
& paterfamilias or host scorns disguice, and 
officiates at the Christmas tree “in just 
ordinary clothes.” The “ mass” part of 
the word is faithfully obeerved by the 
various bodies ot worshippers, who are 
conteat to ignore the callous critics who 
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(thereof publicly.” 
feeling. Atthis time, and in these regions, | 


point out that the annive must 
be mistimed, because in December, be- 
ing the height of Judaa’s rainy season, 
neither flocks nor shepherds could have 
been at night in the fields of Bethle- 
hem. That doesn’t matter in the least, of 
course, any more than does the juvenile 
discovery that Hongk ng chimneys afford 
no possible ingress to the rotund, j cund 
rubicund figure pictured in the traditional 
reindeer sleigh. It is Christmas, a season 
recognised, like the Japanese bonen kai, as 
a tive for forgetting things better left 
unremembered, at leust once in a while. 
We uo longer push the sordid aspects of 
life out of sight by appointing “ Lords of 
Misrule,” or “ Abbots of Unreason ;” but 
we do seem, even the more pessimistid of 
us, to practise just now the art of smiling 
more assiduously thao usual. It is a time 
to revive neglected friendabipe, to forgive 
and forget enmities, to practise impractic- 
able goodnesses of heart and behaviour, to 
recognise that “all within the seven seas 
are brethren,” that every living creature in 
the wheel of things has its claim upon tha 
kindest consideration of the rest. Accord- 
ing as each one of us remembers this fact 
during the current seasoo, we shall enjoy 
what we are all. wishing each other—a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
TSG eS 

ee 
CHINESE PROCESSIONS. 


—_—_@—___— 
(Daily Press, 27th December.) 

Referring tothe recent carnival of the 
Chinese ut Hongkong, a missionary refers to 
China as “the country of pageant.” The 
procession is Chinw’s favourite way of 
rarking any event not fitting in the general 
run of things, as funerals and weddi 
This missionary takes a characteristically 
foreign view of them, and a view quite 
transpareutly tinged by his hatred of their 
“idolatrous” tendency. They are “‘ tawury 
shows, and reveal a complete lack of taste 
aod refinement,” aod are marred by “ din 
and noise.” Buddhist temple processions 
are “more noisy and more elaborate than 
the usual wedding and funeral shows.’’ 
There is usually an idol, with a band of 
music as near to “ his reverence ” as possible. 
‘The superstition tehind all this is the 
bope that in sume way the guds will show 
favour to those who honour them.” And 
then—frankly— “It may be said that 
idolatry is losing its hold upon the Chinese of 
Hongkong, and we think that the element of 
idol wWorulhip is reduced to a minimum, evenif 
it is not absent altogether. Probably there is 
some hope iu the minds of the leas informed 
that the gods will be inclined to give 
blessings; but if this is eo, little is made 
Of the two big dragons 
at the Hongkong carnival, he says, they 
were made fur the occasion, and “were 
certainly the most elaborately prepared 
that I have ever seen in an experience of 
many processions in China.” There isan 
almost cheertul reference to the rain that 
fell, and ‘‘ probably it will be regarded se 
betokening bad luck that the gods have 
gent such weather. And there will be a 
lurking dread in the miods of the more 
iguorant lest some further trouble should 
ensue,’ Not even the object lasson in the 
evils of opium, which would “ probably do 
good,’’ could overcome this missionary’s 
repugnance to the whole thing, as witness 
his remarks that “ trade and basinese have 
been thrown completely out of . The 
love of the picturesque is no doubt a fod 
thing, but perhape all the better when kept 
within proper bounds.” How very an- 
reasonable an obsession can make an other- 
wise reasoning intelligence. Such shows 
are nearly always “tawdry,” from the Lord 
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Mayor of London’s downwards. The “ taste 
and refinement ” of them depends entirely 
on the point of view, and anyway, the Chi- 
nese cannot claim a monopoly of that surt 
of show. We have seen in various parts of 
Europe just the same thing, including te 
tawdriness and even the alleged “ iduls.” 
The very May-day show of tue children in 
some English counties is equally idolatrous ; 
the May-pole itself is an idolatrous 
survival. Din and noise is a universal 
accompanimeat of public rejoicing, and the 
Chinese might conceivably mislike the 
English hurrah or its ‘‘jolly good fe-hel-. 
low” chorus as we their cymbals. Even 
“the hope that in som: way the gods will 
show favour” is not peculiarly Chinese ; 
the consecration ceremvnials and surpliced 
processions elsewhere having precisely the 
game significance. The ‘less informed ” 
and “ignorant” sections of the Chinese 
have their foreign duplicates, who bclieve 
that ‘happy is the bride the sun saines 
on,” et cetere. As to the “lurkiag dread” 
of further trouble to ensue, the ignorant 
Chinese should not really be snecred at, 
when we have educated forciguers pro- 
claimiog from public pulpits that such yrim 
events as the holocaust at the Paris bazaar, 
the San Francisco earthquake, und great 
epidemics, were ordained scourge; and 
warnings to humanity. We have yet lo 
learn that the Chinese carnival at Hungkong 
has left a single echo of anything regret- 
table, and it is as unreasonable to grumble 
about it as it is to sneer at (hinese super- 
stitions. Until for even their beliefs “ more 
of reverence in us dwell,’’ we are nut truly 
reverent; and it is distinctly tiresome to 
find our most superstitious of foreigners 
carping at Oriental superstitions. Will the 
pot never awake to the silliness of calling 
the kettle black ? 


HONGKONG SANITARY BOARD. 
—--———- 


A meeting of the Sanitary Board was held 
on Leo, 24th at the Board Room. ‘Lhe Hon. 
Dr. J. M. Atkinson (president) presided, and 
there were also present Hon. Mr, ‘ 
Chatham (Vice-President), Dr. F.  Ulark, 
(Medical Officer of Health), Dr. H. Macfarlane 
(Assistant Medical Officer of Health), Captain 
Lyons (Captain Superintsndent of Police), 
Hon. Mr. E. A. Howett, Mr. A. Shelton 
Hooper, Mr. Lau Chu-pak, ur. Fung Wa-chun 
and Mr. G. A. Woodecck, secretary. 

A WATERWORKS REGULATION. 

The letter from the Government forwarding 
a copy of the proposed additioaal regula:ioi 
uoder the Waterworks Ordinance, 1903, which 
was laid before the Board at the iast meeting, 
again cams on for consideration. 

The Vice-PResiDent—With regard to the 
proposal, Sir, that this regulation shoald apply 
to rider main districts, 1 may meatioa that the 
ide. was that tanks were ooly r quired in these 
districts. Where there is a constant supply of 
water there is no necessity for tanks. It was 
therefore intended that they should apply to 
rider main districta more particularly. 

Mr. Hoores—I move tat the matter be 
referred to a committee of this Board. It is 
absolutely impossible to discuss all the details of 
the regulations now. 

The PresIpExt —There are only six regula. 
tious. 

Mr, Hoopes—It is neariy six weeks ago 
sinoa I saw the minutes, but I siw some son- 
troversiat subjeots in them, aod think it would 
be better that they should bs dealt with by a 
ovum mittee, who coald report t» the Board. 

The PaestpeNnt—T hese are regula:ious mad s 
by the Govurnor-in-Council, and they simpiy 
ask the Board if they have any amendments to 


tae 

cr. Hoopsr—Quite so. 1 kaow we have 
really no locus stand: at all, but I believe the 
Governor-in-Coaacil thought 


before adopting the regulations, to obtaiz the 
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views of this Board. I think these views can 
ba obtained batter when a committee has gone 
into, and reported on the matter. 

Mr, Lav CHU-PAK seconded the motion. 

Hon. Mr. Hewett— With regard to the | 
regalations I am eatirely in favour with them, 
but I beg to remind youof the Istter from the 
Colonial Secretary which is to the effect that 
the regulations were forwarded for the observa- 
tions of the Board; tharefore [ think it is not 
unreasonable that Mc. Hooper's motion should 
be acospted. Personally {am entirely ia favour 
of the regulations. 

Mr. Hoorptcr—I don't say that I am not, 

The PRESIDENT—It occacred to ma, seeing 
that the regulatious were short aod concise aad 
that they had beya in -ha hiads of mambars for 
abont a month, the members had mide ap | 
their minds. Perhaps if they were reciroulated , 
it would be sufficient. | 

Mr. Lav Cuu-pak—We have forg. tten all | 
about them now. 

Mr. Hoop#r—When you say ia circulation 
for a month, you are quite right. They c:me 
to me 8 month ago, and on reading them 
through, L saw some debateab’e matter which 
appeared to me should be discussed, 

Lhe #RES{DENT—Then let us proceed with 
them now. 

Mr. HoopERe Tharsis a distinct motion 
before the Board. 

Hou. Mr. Hewstt—I will move as an 
amendment that the Secretary read the re- 
gulatioisnow, It will be open for the Board 
to do what they think after discussion. 

. The PR&SIDENT seconded the amendment, 
which on being put to the vote was lost. 

The motion as then put and oarried, 


The Pr-sident, Mr. Hoopsr and Mr. Lau 
Chu-pa* were then appointed a committee to 
consider the question, 

VEGETABLE MARKET AT YAUMATI, 

The CcLONIAL SECRETARY wrote, io con- 
nection with the site fur the vegutable market 
at Yaumati: —I am directed to state that it is 
proposed to pruceed forwith with the prepara- 
tion of the site for a vegetible market at Yau- 
mati, ‘Lhe Registrar-General states that an 
area of 16) ft. by 3U ft. will be suffl:ient in the 
first instance, and this area will accordingly be 
concretea aud drained, and a water supply will 
be provided as suggested by the Board. The 
area will ba increased to 150 ft.by 60ft. when it 
is considered necessary, aad it is proposed even- 
tually to roof over the whole site. 

Tho letter was laid on the table. 

INF.CTED PERSONS AND INFECTED 
PRE u 1888, 

Mr, Lav Cuu-pak submitted “the following 

| suggestions, for the considuration of the Board, 

on the ameudmeunt of the existing Public Health 

1 Ordinance and the byelaws made thereunder in 

raspect of the removal of infected persons, dis- 

| infection of infected premises, &o. 

| Saction 87 of the Ordinance. in the 3-d and 

: 4th lines, tha words “ or is lodged in a domestic 

| buildiug occupisd by more toan one fimily" 

should be deleted to admit of persons suffering 

' from plagie or other infectious diseases being 

treated io their own houses, Wuere 4 floor is 

occupied by one family only aad wherv the 

relatives of the patient are prepared t» vacate 

tha’ floor for the sake of the patisat, permission 

should be given for him to be treated on his 
own floor. 

Section 88. Ia the 2nd line of thia seotion, I 
would ins-rt the word “ knowingly’ betwe-n 
the words, “shall enter,” as a patieut migat 
entera public vsehic.g without koowiag that he 
was suffsring from any infectious diseass. 

Byelaws for Visinfsctiva of infucted prewises 
(p.95). B elaw 2. For this, I would substitute 
section 12) of the Public Health Ast (875, 
which reads as follows:—* Where aay local 
authority are of opinion, .». . that the 
cleansing and disiutectiag of aay house or 
part thereof, and of aay articles therein 


lifely to retaia infeotiou, would tend to 
prevent or check infectioas disease, it shall be 
the duty of such authority to give ovlice in 
writing to the owner or occupier of such house 
or part thereof requiring bim to cleause a-d 
disinfect such hou 6 ur part thervof aud articles 
withio a time specified in such notice. Wuerv 
the owner or occupier of avy such house or part 
thereof is from poverty or otherwise uaable, ia 


it advisable, | the opinion of the local authority, effectually to 


carry out the requirements of this seotion, suck 
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authority may, without enforcing such reqaire- 
ments on such owner or occupier, with his 
consent cleanse and disinfect such house or part 
thercof and articles, and defray the expenses 
thereof,” 

With the amendment of thia byelaw to enable 
the Chinese to do the cleansing themselves it is 
hoped that they may view the sanitary measares 
with less repagaance aod that it m«y induce 
them to give the Board their co-operation. 
Such ame .dment would be more in accord with 
the law of England. 

Byeiaws for mitigation of epidemic diseases, 
&o. (p. 122). Byelaw L. I am of opinion that 
the words “(even when any such disease is not 
known to exist in the Coloay," in the 2ad and 
3rd lines shuald be struck out altogether. This 
byelaw is most drastic and arbitrary aud has to 
be enforced with the greatest disoretion. I¢ 
should only be enforced in the district where 
tlague or ovher infectious diseases are prevalent 
in epidemic form, and even thea dae notice 
should be given both in English ani Chinese 
in the ‘G.ivernment Gazetve” and the local 
jouroals before it is put in force, 

In psragraph 2 of the same byelaws the term 
“officer of the Sanitary Department” appears 
to me to be too vague and shoald be clearly 
defined. The power of entering houses without 
po-ice should not be vested in t.e subordinaté 
officers. ‘5 a.m. and 6 p.m.” should be altered 
tu “8am.and6 pm.” As the byelaw stands 
at present, i- is moreover inconsistent with 
seotion 21 of the Ordinancepas well as byelaw 3 
for entry and inspsctiga of Buildings (page 
106). 

Paragraph 3.eeOf the same byelaw. Com- 
pensation should be given unconditionally in 
every case where property has been damag-d or 
destroyed. Byelaw3 I would delete the words 
“and use them” in the last paragraph and add 
the following in their stead “ or make such other 
arrangements as the Board may deem neces- 
sary.’ With the propused amendment the 
Bvard would not be so handicapped, as it may 
find it more convenient to put up the canvas 
tents for the aceommodation of the persons so 
removed, &o., 

Byelaws for removal of patients (p. 124), 
Byeiaw3 In the 4th line after the words “is 
improperly lodged” add the following line “ and 
there is no other alternative to admit of the 
person being safely treated in his own house,” 

10 enlist the sympathy and co-operation of the 
Chinese every facility should be given to them 
for treating their sick at home. 

The plagus procedure dravn ap some years 
ago by a Committee of the Board should be so 
modified as to make it consistent with the 
propoced amendments and also to legulise all 
the arrangements since m.de for working the 
Chintse puvlic dispensaries and district hos- 
pitils between the M,.O.H. and the Committee 
of thoge institations. 

The M Dicau OFFICER OF HBALTH replied 
as follows :— 

(L) L am strongly of opinion that Chinese 
tenement houses are most unasditable for the 
treatment of o:838 of plague and I do not coa- 
sidor it would be safe to allow them to bs so 
treated if only the floor on which the case ocours 
is to be vacated by the other occupaots, [ 
aivize that cases be only allowed to by treated 
in toeir own houses when the entire promises 
are in one occupation so that the patient can 
be properly isolat -d. 

(2) L think this is a question for the disore- 
tion of the Magistrate. It is almost always 
imp sible to prove that a peraon kaows he is 
suffering from aa iofeoctious disease, though 
there may be vory strong grounds for believing 
that he mustha.e known. Asa matter of fact, 
itis seldum indeed thit the sick person is 
prosecuted for this offeace. Ido not remember 
a single instance of such a prosecation. 

(3) Lt would be a farce to leave the disinfeo- 
tion of infected premises to the Chinese coolie 
lenaat, and for the s@uitary board to order anch 
person to disiufeot his house at his own expense 
would simply lead to the 
abandoued and the infected articles ca 
away to iufect some other premises” 

(4; Tue adoption of this saggestion would a$ 
once abolish systematic house to lpuse cle e 
which now gues on throughoutethe year wi 
very little inconvenience to the tenants as they 
are allowed to do the work themselves acd are 


merely supervised by the inspector and supp Hed 
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with the necessary disinfectants, hot water 
and soap. This matic cleansing is ona 
of the most valaed protective measures and 
T advice that it be continued. It is the duty 
of the Sanitary Board to prevent disease, 
not to wait till it is apidemio before moving 
in the matter, “Officer of the Sanitary 
sy hearer ia already defined in section 19 
of the Ordinanoe, Ido not see any objection 
to the alteration of the hour from 5 am. to 8 
a.m. in the second paragraph of bye-law 1. 

(5) “ Improperly lodged " means the same 
thing as the phrase suggested and is the 
wording of the home act and expresses in my 
opinion all that is necessary. 

The RegtsT@an-GENEBAL minuted :—After 
the opinions of the members of the Board have 
been obtained thie psper might be referred to 
a sub-committee consisting of Messrs. Fung 
Wa-chuen, Lau Chu-pak, Dr. Clark and myself, 

Mr. Lav Cuu-Pak wrote as follows in reply 
to the minute of the Medical Offloer of 
Health :— : 

(1) My object in suggesting that the Chinesa 
should be given tha option of treating their 
sick in their own houses. or if that ia not 
feasible, to treat them in an anpointed house in 
the immediate neighbourhood is to induce them 
to come forward unreluctantly to report cases 
of sickness during the plague season. Theore- 
tically, it ia, no doubt, advisable to have every 
plague patient properly isolated, bat I fail to 
see how this own be done in practice, ss the 
Chinese do not like tS with their sick, until 
there is no hope of eviaier, and it is only 
human nature, especially inthe ovees of huaband 
and wife and mother and child, Rat they should 
do so, It has been amply known from ex- 
verience that the Chinese would rather conceal 
their sick until the last moment, and dump their 
dead in cases where their fellow lodgers would ba 
fovolved in trouble, in order to avoid datection, 
than tosubmit to forcible removal. Would it 
not. therefore, be better to allow them the option 
of treating their siok in their own houses, or in 
some places, where the relatives oan tend 
and soothe the minds of their sick by being 
present more cft«n, thus ensuring tho disinfeo- 
tion of every infected building and placing every 
lague patient under proper surveillance? The 
yelaw ae to isolation bas proved tobe a failure , 
it is time that some new scheme should be tried. 
Moreover, it has transpired that plague is after 
all not so infectious, and so complete isolation 
might not be insisted upon, 

(2) If it is imporsible to prove that a Chinese 
patient knows that he is suffering from 
an infeotious desease, why retain this part 
of the sectionP It appeara to me that it is 
most undesirable to make it illegal for a patient 
to hire a vehiole for bis own conveyance, 

(3) I think my intention has been misinter- 
preted. It has never occurred to me to dis- 
courage the present system of honse cleansing 
during the plague seagon, Asa matter of fact, 
it was I who first adVocated this method of 
cleansing by the Chinese residents themselves 
as a measure to replace the barsh fumigation with 
chlorine, I am glad that it now merits the 
appreciation of the M. O. H. My iatention 
simply aims at having sach amendments in- 

uced as will allow the better class of Chinese 

and the shopkeepers to do the cleansing and dis- 
infecting work themselves, even when a case of 
lague takes place on their premises, Daring Dr. 
earse's regime, it was arranged through the 
Honourable Registrar General that the ocoupiers 
of the upper or lower floor of a hous: other thaa 
the floor on which the death occurs, should 
be permitted to wash and disinfeet their own 
floors, if they should so wish and if the officer 
in charge of the cleansing gang thought the 
work could be so done satisfactorily, The 
Chinese have since gladly availed themselves of 
this concession. Why should, in the case of 
the infected floors, a similar concession not 
be granted to them? The work will also be 
carried out under the supervision of the M. O. 
H. or his deputies, I need scarcely repeat that 
¢he Chinese are strongly averse to the feremen 
and the coolies of the Sanitsry Department 
invading their homes. I may here mention 
that the nourable Registrar General, 
with the co-opération of the Chinexe memb=rs 
of the Board, snd soma other Chinese 
gentlemen, is forming a “ Kaifong” corps or 
committees of a few men in every street to 
assist the t in checking dumping. 


° 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT, 


This corps. when formed, will, I hope, be able 
to do more good in promoting sanitary improve- 
ments than an army of foremen and coolies in 
the pay of the Fanitary Department. In the 
case of a coolie tenant, the suggested amend- 
ment still empowers the Board to carry out the 
disinfecting work by its own staff. 

(4) I fail to see how the adoption of the suggeet- 
ed amendment can affect the general cleansiny of 
the town, which had been in vogue long before 
Ordinance 15 of 1894 was enacted. Tho present 
byelaw was remodelled from byelaw mada 
under section 13 of that Ordinance. In the old 
days, during the cleansig period, the inhabitants 
were given every facility for carrying out the 
work, @ full supply of water being turned on and 
dust-carts sent round to remove the refuse taken 
out of the different homes. The cleansing, 
though not so often as now, was dove three times 
a year, and notice was each time issued by the 
Registrar General informing the inhabitants 
of tha facilities given them, The evil of dumping 
dead bodies was, apparently, brought oa by the 
introduction of anew law in 1894, and even at 
that time the byelaw above referred to was 
only enforced during the prevalence of an 
epidemic. Conditions are now different. Public 
dispensaries having been established by the 
Chinese to co-operate with the Board, and more 
facilities given by the authorities in regard 
to their domestic comfort, the present bye-law, 
No. 1, should be so modified as to conform 
to existing conditions. If, however, it is 
deemed necessary to legalizs the present pro- 
cedure of general cleansing, a clause can easily 
be inserted to that effect, leaving out all the 
other measures mentioned in tbe bye-law to be 
enforced only in time of epidemic: Tha power 
of entering houses without notica should never 
be vested in the subordinate officers. 

This matter was referred to acommi tee con- 
sisting of the Registrar-Ganeral, Mr. Fung 
Wa-ohun and the Medical Officer of Health 
ME. HOOPER AND THE GOVERNOR-IN-COUNCIL 

Mr. Hooree submitted a long minute as 
follows :—My reasons for proposing that the 
recommendations of the Sanitary Hoard that the 
modification of the requirements of section 188 
of the Public Health and Building Ordinance 
in respect of houses on Marine Lot 6&7, and 
which were to be approved by the Governor- 
in-Council, should be referred back to the 
Governor-in-Counoil for further consideration 
are ea Collowa .— 

(1) That Profeesor Simpson in his report to 
the Seoretary of State recommended that every 
house should have a latrine. 

(2) That placing a latrine on the roof in the 
proposed position is the best. 

(3) That although the latrine does increase 
the height of the portion when in the front it 
is a much more sanitary position than placing 
it in the centre of the building on the roof 
which the applicant is entitled to do without 
any permission. 

(4) That if the proposed erection were a brick 
chimney ocoupying exactly the same position, 
no permission would be required. 

(5) That the Board unanimously recommended 
the Governor-in-Counoil to grant the applics- 
tion, Three members of the Board were absent 
namely, the Director of Public Works, Mr. 
Fuog Wa-ohun and Lieut. Col. Raid. 

(6) That the Medical Officer of Health 
recommended the Board to grant the applica- 
tion, aad the Prinoipal Civil Medical Offloer 
wrote to the Colonial Secretary and informed 
him of the views of the Medical Offlour of 
Health. 

(7) That it was not until the notification came 
rom the Government that the Governor-in. 
Council refused to grant tha modification 
recommended, that the Director of ublic Works 
stated that the applicant had been granted 
several other modifications. 

(8) These several modifications he stated are 
as follows :— 

(a) The godowns are permitted to projact into 
the back yard spaces of the grouad floor to the 
extent of six feet subject to certaia conditions. 
Chis is a modification of section 180. 

(b) The Government has agreed to parchase 
4 strip of land in the centre of the blook at the 
rate of $8 per foot in ord-r to ray the 
proposed building scheme, Ordinance | of 1908, 
giving the necessary powers for curtailiog the 

| depth of houses erected on the Praya. This is 
more than a modification. 
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() A modification of the Praya Reclamation 

Ordinance has been granted allowing houses 
of the northern block open spaces as shown on 
the plan. 

(4) It was also agreed that s modification of 
the Praya Reclamation Ordinance should be 
granted, if required, to enable latrines to be 
erected in the back yards left for the houses 
after the formation of the 22 ft. lane, 

(e) Another modification was granted per. 
mitting houses to exoeed fifteen feet in height, 

(9) In respect to these reputed modifications [ 
reply as follows :— : 

(a) This modification was applied for by the 
architects and granted only on condition that 
the remainder of the yard of these houses wag 
thrown into the 20 feet road the Government 
wished to form through the property; the owner 
had no epee but to acoapt this, otherwise the 
permit for the verandahs of the northern blook 
would have been refused, . 

(6) No modification. Government desired a 
road 22 ft. wide through this property, and have 
resumed as strip eight feet in width. The 
remainder has been soquired from the owner 
without payment, the granting of a permit for 
the above mentioned verandabs being a lever 
used to obtain the result. If the Government 
had been so seriously concerned about the 
alleged insanitary condition of these houses it 
would have b en quite simple to have resumed 
and paid for the whole 22 feet, and thus have 
necessitated the owner ocartailing the depth of 
his houses by eetting back the rear walls r) 
as to fulfil the requirements of the Praya 
reclamation scheme as to back yards. 

(c) No modification, or if so, only a technical 
sone. The Praya Reclamation and the Build. 
ing Ordinance are not in agreement, ‘I'he 
Open space required for these houses under the 
former was provided by the owner. The latter 
ordinance says “no kitchen shall extend aorces 
more than tbe width of as house.” This 
neceasitated tha altering of the sho yards so ag 
to meet this requirement. It i distinotly 
beneficial to the houses from a sanitar point 
of view, sod not of the slightest benafit to the 
owner financially, 

(d) Nos. plication for a modification necos- 
sary. The Praya Reclamation Ordinance re- 

aires a yard of s certsin sise, and the Bailding 
rdinance says latrines may be erected in yarda, 

(e) No Saolifeation. The Building O oe 
eanota “No storey shall exceed fitteen feet 
without the permission of the Building Autho- 

rity who in such case shall! pre-cribe to what 
extent, if avy, the walls shall be increased in 
thiokness,” The exercise of disoretionary 
powers by the Building Authority with regard 
to the necessary «trength of walls when the 
are more than fifteen feet high cannot be called 
8 modification of the Ordinance, 

(10) With regard to the back yards, It is 

verned by subspction (a) of section 180, as the 

d forms part of the Praya reclamation, and 
it ia in the knowledge of the Government that 
this subsection was specially pat in the Publio 
Health and Buildings Urdiuaoce on account of 
the agreement entered into between the 
Government and the owner who reclaimed the 
land, as witbout this subsection the owner would 
have been entitled to compensation. 

(11) Bubsection 2 of section 151 provides that 
these bouses need not have lateral windows 7 
ing into external air, as the Crown ‘ais 
specially provides fr the erection of houses on 
this land of a greater depth than 40 feet, 

The DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WURKs, replied as 
follows :— 

[ do not consider it n to deal seriatim 
with the poiuts raised in Mr. Shelton Hooper's 
minute of the 22nd ultimo, as many are beside 
the question. The facts as far as they relate to 
the application before the Board for permission 
to erect latrines on the roofs of the southern 
block of houses are as follows :— 

(4) The land is being built on for the first time 
and there is therefore no question of the owner 
having any claim, morally or otherwise, of his 
having formerly possessed latrines on the roofs. 

(6) It is quite possible to erect houses of on 
improved and sanitary type without reqairing 
any modifications bat the owner elects to erect 
hoases of the old type and of snoh depth as to 
constituts them insanitary. 

The following are the depths of the houses ;— 
two at 81 feet, one at 79, one at 74, one at 66, 
one at 55, one at 44 and one at 36 feet, 
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(c) The Public Health and Buildings Or- 
dinance expressly forbids the erection of houses 
of thia type of a greater depth than 49 feet, bat 
unfortuvately the houses in question are ex- 
‘empted from this provis‘on. ‘1 he mere fact of 
them being 8. exempted cannot be regarded as 
entitling them to special consideration with 
regard to other matters. 

T can see no force in the reason that the 
owner cou!d erect chimneyseeqa:] in size to the 
proposed latrines without requiring any modi- 
Hoation to en-ble him to do sd. Tha buildings 
are shown to have the requisite chimneys which 
fall partly outside the building land sauotinnad 
by tue Urdiuance. ‘I'he Ordinance provides for 
tuia. 

The position of the latrines is not in my 
opinion mors sanitary {lun if they were placed 
in the oentra of the roof, 

Mr. Hooper states that it would have heen 
quite simply for tha Government to have 
resumed and paid for the whole of the 22 foat 
lane or etreet between tha block of houses under 
construction and tha adjoining block. 80 it 
would, but it would have formed a serious 
charge on the public purea. (he Govaramant 
have agreed to psy $8,488 for tha sight feet 
strip and at the same rat the compensation for 
the 22 feet strip would have amounted to 
$23, ‘32. 

The Board is s..pposed to deal with each case 
on its merita; personally, I fail to gee any 
merits in the present ease, . 

The R GIsTRiR GENERAT. minuted:— 
Everything relating to modifications which 
have been granted to the owner of this build. 
ing is bes‘ds the question. Ths modifications 
were bot granted ar recommended by the Board 
and cannot be used as an argument against the 
granting of the request under consideration, for 
the building ix legal and that is enonch for us, 
The conscience of the community may Lave become 
quickened during the last twenty years and 
may-not consider tha t pe as unsauitary, bat 
that is no r agson why weshculd refase a reason. 
able request for permission stechnically to in. 
fringe the Ordinance if the infringement is not 
insanitary. 

(2) Ordinarily I am prepared to acoapt the 


. M. VO. E.'s opinion when he reports a proposal 


to be unobjectionab e from a kimitary poiat of 
view, und I did go in this case. Bat a ol ser 
examination of the proposal makes me think it 
was quite unnecessary to recommend it and 
there ia an objection to latrines being placed io 
the position proposed. 

(8) As far as [ can make out each latrine has 
8 surface faciug the road of 26 -quara faat, and 
Soe ie equivalent to raisiog ths building 14 

t 


This means a sensible addition to the 
obstruction of light aud air in the straat on 
which the latrines look and the buildings on tha 
other side of the street. The Sanitary Board 
hes raised no objection to latrines in thu centra 


of.the roof; they are suffloiently sanitary. The | 


owners make them more sanitary in one way 
by putting them at the edge of tlie roof, but by 
80 doing they make them more insanitary in 
another way. 

(4) The fourth of Mr. Hooper's reasona is 
not very cogent. an’, if accepted, would lead to 
the Board sanotioning » ueneral increage in the 
height of buildings. If a latrine, why not a 
kitohen and bathroom, raising the height of the 
building slony the wholy breadth of it seven or 
eight feat P But latrines and chimneys do not 
cowe nuder the same ca‘egory and the w rding of 


ection 189 (i) shows the class of erections falling | 


outside the building lawa to be on tha outside 
of the building. Wedo not louk for ornamental 
towers and parapets inside a building, but that 


‘ia where we would expeo: to fiad a latrine, 


Farther the surface of the proposed latrine 
facing the streot is mors than double the surface 
of a chimney. 

(5) The fifth of Mr. Hooper's reasone is the 
only reason there is for asking the Governor- 
in-Council to reconsider his decision. 

Mr. Hoopre—As Mr. Chatham does not 
conaider it necessary to deal seriatim with the 
points raised i my minute, I do not propose to 


agreed to take them as read, but the VicE- 
PRESIDENT said it was usual to read the 
minutes, some of which ha wished to hear. 

Mr. Hooper—That bing co, my minute must 
be read. 

Hon. Mr. Hewerr—It’s Christmas eve. 

The Presipent—I'm afraid life’s too short 
to read all these minutes. Are members 
prapared to disonas the question, or shall we 
put it to the vole? 

Mr. Hooper—Before you do that I would 
like to refr. sh members’ memories. When this 
mafter praviously came bafora the Board I pro- 
nosed a ragol: tion that it ba refarrad baok to 
the Governor-in-Council for reconsideration 
It was on that resclation I was invited to write 
my minute, and that resolution 1 am prepared to 
renaw {fo day, 

Mr, Liv Cuo-Paxk seconded the motion, 

Mr. Hooper than proceeded to explain a faw 
pointa, The Director of Public Worke said he 
thought it would bs qnite as sanitary to place 
latrines in the middle of a roof as ona side of it. 
With all dna raxpeot tothe Direotor of Public 
Works. Mr. Hooner wished to direct his atten- 
tion to the fact that the latrine in qnestion was 
on a fist roof, and it was a very difficult thing 
to keap flat roofs watertight in thie Colony ; 
and a latrina in such a place would not be as 
sanitary ag if it were on tha «dga of arnof. He 
thouzht it was the Registrar-General who 
raid the rastion of this latrine would taka away 
an muoh light and nir from the atreet, and 
would amount, if laid horizontelly, to increasing 
the waole hei ht of the building a foot and a 
half, bat that. did not hold good. 

The motion, that the matter ba referred back 
fo the Governor-in-Council together with all 
papers, was carriad. : 

SECTION 175 AGAIN, 

Correspondenca wag read relative fo a modi- 
fication of the requirementer of section 175 of 
the Pablic Health and Buildings Ordinanoa in 
ragard to Nos. 80 to 131 and 112 to 134 
Queen's Road West; 34 and 38 to 46 Squari 
Street and 297, 233, 235. 237 and 261 Holly- 
wood Road, 

Inspect.z FIsHeR stated—The houses 
mentioned in the list attached hava no vards, 
but in moxt cases have lanes in the rear. Would 
it be advisable to have legal notices served 
directly on the owners, or should letters be sent 
explaining the situation ao that they may make 
application for exemption without notices bring 
served P 

The Meptcan Orricrr or HEALTR—The 
Board are well aware that I do not recammend 
corner houses for -xemption from the provision 
of small yards for the reagone repeatedly stated 
hy me, pame‘y, thata ardis neoessiry aga 
place for the deposit of refuse, whi-h should 
ateniina recapticle in the op n air, avd not 
inside the house, 

Mr. HumpHreys—I do not gather from the 
correspondence circulated that tha Medical 
Officer of Health makea any definite reoom- 
| mendations or why so many houses in different 
localities requirine possibly different treatment 
are being dealt with altogether, 

Mr. Lav Cuu-pak—What is the Medical 
Officer of Health’s recommendation in each 
ease ? The well lit houses should be | ecommend- 
ed for ex-mption, 

{he applications wera considared seriatim, 
sme being granted and some r-fusad, 

MORCALITY &TATISTICS 

“he Mortality statistics for the whola Co!ony 
* for te week ended November 30 give tha totay 
num ver of deaths as 149, beiag 275 per L(W)0 as 
against 18.5 for the corresponding period last 
yer, Fevers were rexpous‘ble for twenty 
| deaths, chest affections for 37, diarrhes and 
| dyventry for five each, 


The Chientao affair is reported to have 
resulted in the reeal' of the (Chinese Consul. 
| General in Seoul, Ma Tingling. Ma has been 
; Feproached, says a - hioa paper, beoinse he 


: reported without any foundation to the Waiwa- 


‘pu tha: Japan had sent a larve body of troops 


| to Chieutao, while the faots are that Japan bad 


add anything further by way of minutes, J ' *Wationed there only fifty guards aati! the quos- 


think the members of the Board can now easily 
see which is the better case. 
A’ d'eoussion {ook place as to the reading of 


.- the minutes which wore lengthy ones. As the 


circulated, the majority of members 


‘is settled. 


| tion which has been pending for several mouths, 
' whether Chientso belongs to Chioa or Korea. 
It is report-d that Ma will be’ 


suceeded in Seoul by Wu Chungtsing, the 
present Consul-General in Yokohama 
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[December 28, 1907. . 
HONGKONG GENERAL 
CHAMBER OF COMMEROBE. 


Minutes of a Monthly Meeting of the General 
Committee of the Hongkong Chamber of Com. 
merce held in tha Chamber Room, St. Georga’s 
Building, Hongkong on Easier T4th No 
vember, 1907 at 339 p.m. Present :—Hon. Mr 
FE A. Hewett (Chairman), Messrs. A. G, 
Wood, (Vica-Chairman), A. Haunt, D. RB. Lew, 
G. H. Medhnrst, J. R. M. Smith, W. &, 
Tomkins and A. R. Lowe, Secretary. 

MINUTFS, 

The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held 

an 3lst October were read and confirmed, 


SHANGHAI INTERNAD ONAL EXHIBITION 1809. 


The following letter from the Government 
wag read :— 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 
Hongkong, 2st Ootober, 1907. 

Sir Iam directed to forward a copy of a 
latter addressed by the Chairman of the 
Shanzh i Branch of the China Associgtion to 
His Majesty’s ‘‘ongul-Geueral at Shanghai on 
the subject of an ‘xhibition which it is 
proposed to hold at that port in 1909, and to 
request that your Chamber will be so good ag 
to furnish me with their views regarding the 
proposal that this Colony should participate, 

I am, dear Sir, Your obedient sarvant: 

.) F: H! May, 
Colonial Secretary: 
The Seoretary 


Chamber ®&- Commerce, 


China Association, 
‘ 2 §hanghai Branch. 
18th July, 1907. 
Sir Pelham Warren, K.C.M.G. 
H. B. M. Consul-General, 
Shanghai. 

S1z,—I have the honour to inform you that 
it is proposed to hold an International Exhibl- 
tion in Shanghai under the auspices of this 
Association during 1909 provided sufficient 
sannort can ba oblained. 

Tha Exhibition will be called Shanghai In- 
tarnational Exhibition and will be confined to 
staple manufactures and machinery. 

It is of course impossible at this carly stage 
to give particulars of space available for each 
exhibitor or of the terms on which space oan be 
reuted. IT may however mention that 70 sores 
of land have been secured in a rnitable 
situation and I hope shorily to forward a 
plan of same with proposed bnildings. 
In the meantime I wuld be glad if 
you would commnniocate with the Governors 
of the-various Coloniss and ascertain from 
them what measures of support the Exhibi 
tion is likely to receive from the manufac- 
turers in their tit ie and if they will be 
prepared to subscribe & guarantea fund, 
which it will be necessary to raise. 

So far as oan be seen the scheme has every 
prospect of suco-ss, and will no doubt lab 
beneficial to Bri‘ish interests in the Par Faat, 
Farther particulars will be forwarded as soon 
as possible.—I have ato. 

(Sgd.) £, B. Skorrow:, 
Chairman, 

It was decided to reply that the Cummittee 
recommend-d the Government to briug the 
proposal before ali likaly Hongkong Exhibitors 
and to end-avour to form a court thoroughly 
representative of the Colony’s trade and in- 
dustries. 


CURRENCY QUESTION, 
The following correspondence was read :— 
Colonial Secretary's Office, 
Hongkong, 23rd October, 1907. 
Sin, With r-ference to Mr. Thomson's letieg 
of the Zist May, Lam directed to (tranamit for 
the information cf the Chamber of Commerce 
the enclos-d o:py of a despatch addressed by Hiv 
Majesty's Minister at Poking to the Seo 5 © 4 
at State for Foreign Affairs on the subject 
the r-prescntations made by the Chinese G vern Ns 
ment io the matter of the reform of the currendy 
u Cldna,—I am, Sir, You che@i@nt servant.  ° 
(Sad) B H: May, 
Secretary. 


The Secretary, 
Chamber of Commerce. 
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-Teceutber 28, 1907.) 
Exclosure No, 308. 


Peking, 24th July, 1907, 
81e, In pursuance of a representation which 
he recently received from the, Chambers of 
Commeroa of Hongkory, Shanghai and Tientsin 
the Doyen of the Diplomatic Corps addressed a 
note, copy of which I have the honour to 
enclose, to Prince Ch'ing again calling the 
attention of His Highness to the disabili- 
ties under which Foreign Trade is labouring 
owing to the delay in the establishment of a 
“om National Coinage. ; 
his reply, copy of which is likewise enclosed 
the Prince states that the question is now under 
tHe consideration of a Commiasion romposed of 
officials in the Grand Seoretariat and other 
departments of State who will make a report 
to the Throne, after which His Highness 
promises to furnish fuller information on ths 
wabject, 

In spite of his ussnrances, 1 ragret to Say 
that no material advance has, as far as I can 
ascertain, been made towards the sttainmant of 
a uniform system of currency. At the same 
time it must be admitted that in certain 
respect, at least the Chinese Government have 
shown some appreciation of the disadvantages 
of irresponsible action on the part of the 
provinces. 

Kestrictions Lave been placed on the iaene of 
copper coins from the provinoial mints. tha 


’ experiment which His Excellency (hang Chin- 


tung was authorised to make of introducing a 
Tael coinage has bea pped and its failure 
seems to have convinced th® en tral Governmant. 
that the dollar must be ado das tie standard 
coir, 

Apart from the above and the visit of in- 
spection which His Excellency Ch’an-p', the 
Vice-Presitent of the Board of Finance. lately 
made to the provincial mints, China has not 
yet taken any effective meagsnres towards 
accomplishing the diffonlt task sie hag sat 
herself by the Second Article of tke British 
Treaty of 1902.—I have, eto, 

(Sgd.) 

The Right Honourabla 

Sir Edward Grey, Bart. M.P.. 
0., &o, ke, 


— 


J. N. Jorpay, 


Copy. 
The Dean of the Diplomatic Body to H.I.H. 
the Prince Ch’ing. 
Peking, July 12th, 1907, 

IMPERIAL Hiauness, Tha serions dis- 
abilities under whioh foreign trade in China 
has been labouring by reason of the incessant 
and often violent fluctuations in the gold value 
of silvér, are well known to the Imperial Go- 
vernment of China, and remedial meagnrer, 
particularly the early adoption of a uniform 
coinage, have, we are aware, received its care! ul 


attention within the last few years; none |_ 


have, however, we ite 
approval, and the di ty of the situation 
appears to be increasing, and proves ever 
more disturbing to foreign commeroial in- 
terests in China, ; 

The gravity of the situation thas created, and 
the diffloulty in which tha Foreiga Representa - 
tives at Peking find themselves to reassure 
their nationals and to hold out to them hopes 
for a betterment. have led them to request. me 
to address Your Imperial Highne-s on the gnb- 
ject, and to ask if it ba not possible that some 
assurance be given them that the measures now 
under consideration for the adoption of an 
uniform coinage are such that a faviurable and 
mad solution of the question on be hoped for. 
Such assurances they oould jn turn commaui- 
cate to the commercial bodies engaged in the 
China trade and they would ung aestionably 
allay all apprehensions on that point, and re- 
establish confidence—so essential to commercial 
undertakings, of every nature. 

Trusting that Your Imperial Highness will 
ba in a position to supply the Diplomatic Body 
the information it desires. I avail myself of this 

tunity to renew to Y.ur Jmperial High- 
ness the assurance of my hichest consideration, 

. THE Draw or THE DipLomatic Bopy. 
e aw 

° 


Copy. 
‘Lettredn Prince Ching a Son Exoellence le 


Jonkheer van Citters, Ministre des Pays Baseé ; 
Doyen du Corps Diplomatiqne & Pékin. 


lieve, met with 


i 
_ 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT 


Le 10 Juillet, 1907. 

J'ai l'honneur de vous accuser réception de la 
lettre dao 12 Juio dernier concernant l’intreduo- 
tion d’aun systame monétaire uniforme en Chines 
et me demandant si les mesures maintanant en 
considération, donnaient & espérer une favorable 
st prompte solution avec pridre d'une réponse. 

Notre Département s'sst omnressé do se 
mettre en communication avec le Ministére des 
Finances, qui nous fait parvenir la communica- 
tion suivante: 

“Considérant qua le prix de lor at de argent 
est axporé A des hanegses ot deg baiaser, notre 
Département est justement en train de cheroher 
aa moyen pour avoir un systéme monétaire 
aniformaen Chine, 

“Le 10 Mai dersier un mémorandum fut 
présen’é au trdne et an réponse un Decret 
Tmpérial ordonnait aux fonotionnaires du 
Grand Séorétariat ot des divers Départements 
da sa concerter et d’en faire un rapport au trone, 

“ Aprés que les pourparlers auront en lieu et la 


- rapport avec les moyeng & employer sera envoyé 


au trdae, nous vous ferong savoir les détails, 
aveo un ocmpfe randu exact," 

Nous avons I'honnenr de porter ca qui précdde 
& la connaiseanoe de Votre Exoellence. 

The CHAIRMAN gaid it was regrattable to learn 
that no mmfterial advance had so far been made 
by the Chinesa-Government in placing the 
currency of the Empire on a uniform basia but 
is was to ba honed that the Hongkong Govern- 
ment would loge no opportunity of furthering 
the project as opportunity offered. 

CHINESE KMIGRATION ORDINANCE 1899. 

Letter from the Government was read as 
fol'ows : — 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 
Honekong, 22nd Octob>r, 1907. 

Srr,—With reference to Mr, Serocomba 
Smith's letter of the 16th of November, 
1906, and to previous correspondance I am 
directed to inform you that His Majesty's 
Government does not see its way to permit the 
tha amandmant of the Chinese Emigration 
Ordinanoe 1889, in the direction desired by the 
Chamber.—I am, Sir, Your obadiant servant, 
(Sed.) F. A, May. 
Colonial Secretary, 
The Feoretary, 

(hamber of Commerea, 

The CHAIRMAN remarked that the attitude 
of the Home Government towards the carrying 
of contract Chinese labourer in British Shins 
on voyages of over 30 days’ duration was to be 
regretted in the interests of British Trade but 
it was not unexpected and it would be ulvisable 
to represent the f-aling of the Chamber to the 
London Chamber of Commerce, 

PRUPOSED ESTABLISHMENT IN THB COLONY 
OF A BRANCH BANK OF 1HBE carat 
IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT. 

The following Letter and Enclosures were 

read :— 
Colonial Secretary's Office, 
Hongkong, 29th October, 19v7. 
’ S1k,—I am directed to forward a translation 
of an article which appeared in a local Verna- 
calar Paper on the ]7th ins:ant regardiag the 
proposed establishment id this Colony of a 
branch of the Bank controlled by the Chinese 
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present facilities for trade. If suoh a branch 
bank of the Imperial Chinese Government is 
establi-hed, commerce is bound to improve, He 
requests the Viceroy to anbmit his su ons 
for the consideration of the Board of Revenue 
and the Chief Director of the Bank. 


It was decided to reply that the Chamber 
could eee no reason to object againat ‘he a niog 
of a Chioere Government Bank in the Solon 
80 long +8 i¢ waseon exactly the same footing 
as the other Foreign Banks now trading in the 
Colony. 

MB. YANG SHIH OHI, AN OFFICIAL DEPUTED 
BY THE CHINES GOVERNMENT TO INVEST: 
IGATE INT.) TRAD@® CONDITIONS OF THE 
V4kIOUS COLONIAL POSSESSIONS OF THE 
WESTERN POWRES, 
The following Correapondence was read :— 

Colonial Seore 8 Office, 

Hongkong. 29th October, 190 , 

Siz,—Iam direoted to inform you that an 
official named Mr, Yaug Shih Chi, who hes been 
depu ed by the Chinese Government to proceed 
on a mission of investigation into trade condi- 
tions in the various Colonial Possessions of the 
Western Powers where there are Obinese 
Communities, is expected to arrive shortly in 
this Colony. 

2. His Excellency will be glad to have any 
observat ons or suggestions that your Chamber 
miy see fit to offer regarding Mr. Yang's 
visit.—I aw, Sir, Your obedient servants, 

(Sgd.) F. H. May, 
Colonial Seoretary, 
The Seoretary 


Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce, 
Uongkong Chamber of Commevos, 
8th November, 1507, 

Strk,—I am directed to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of 29th ultimo (No. 
7434/19 7) relative to the mission of Mr. Yang 
Shih Chi and to express the thanks of 
Committee for the information placed st th 
disposal. 

This Chamber has no particular observations 
or suggestions to offer regarding Mr. Yang's 
visit, bu! if that gentleman desires any ioforme- 
tion which he believes the Chamber can supply 
as to the course of trade in this Colony, { am 
to sugxest that he should either write direct to 
me on the pointa he requires eluci or 
make an appointment for a personal interview 
with meat the offices of this Chamber.—I have 
the bonvur to be, Sir, Your obedient servant, 

(Sgd.) A. B. Lows, 


Secretary, 

Hon. F. H. May, U.M.G., 

Colonial Seoretary. 

The Seoretary reported that Mr. Yang Shih 
Chi had not applied for any information. 
LONDON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE COMMBBCIAL 

EXAMINATIONS, ; 

The following letter from the Commeroial 

Education Department of the London Chamber 


was read ;— 
Oxford Court, 
Cannon Street, £.C, 
2nd October, 1907, 
Deak Sre,— The Commercial tducatien 


Committee of this Chamber deaire to gt a 
\ attention to the Scheme of Commercial Eduea- 


Board of Finance, and to request that you will 
: tion which it has promoted since 189U, and 


be so good as to furnish mu with the views of 
your Chamber on the subject.—I um, Sir, Your 


obedient servant, 
(Sed.) F. H. May, 
Colonial Seoretary, 

The Secretary, 

Hongkong General Chamber of Commarce. 
TRANSLATIONS. 
Trans/ ations, 

Extract from the “Tsun Wan Yat Po” of 
the 17h October, 1907. 

Proposed Establishmeot of a Branch Bank in 
Hongkong. 

Tavtai Wa Ho of the Imperial Chinese 
Telegraph Acminiatration, Hongkong, has 
recently forwarded a pet.tio: to the Viceroy to 
the fcllowing effeot :-— . 

he Bank controlled by the Board of Finance 
has made a very gocd profit since it waa first 
astablished. Tactai Lok Ping has received the 
Imperial (ommund to start a branch of thet 
Bank in Canton. The olose commercial cons 
neotion between Canton and Hongkong demand- 
that a branch of the bank should also be 
established in Hongkong so as to improve the 


cordiully invites the assiatance of your Chamber 
iu this importaat work. 
No less than 33 Chambers of Commerce in 
l the United Kingdom and the Colonies are 
co-operating with this Chamber, by coneeuing 
under -th-ir auspices, the examination 0: 
| studeots who may be presented from the 
Schools or Colleges in their respective towns or 
districts. 

A copy of the Syllabus of the Examinations 
for 19 oe circular letter, addreased (o parents, 
guardians and students, satting forth the objects 

and advantages of these examinations for those 
in‘ended for a commercial career—aad the Rules 
and Kegulations for the formation of « Local 
Centre of examinationa, by Chambers of Com- 
merce are sent under separate cover. Bhoald 
your reqaire additional copies of auy of the 
sbove, or further particulars relating thereto, 
they will be readily supplied on application, 
Trusting that your Chamber may on this 
matter their sarolak consideration and ta 
co-operate in this movement.— Yours faithfully, 
(Sgd.) Kenerc B. Murray, Secretary. 
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The Secretary, 


Chamber of Commerce, 
Hongkong, Chins, 
The Enclosutes were laid on the table. 
It was agreed that the Chairman should 
the matter with the Inspeotor of 
Sebools. 


THE EWO COTTON SPINNING & 
WEAVING CO., LD. 


eee 


: ANNUAL REPORT, 

The general managers submit a statement of 
acoounta to October 31, 1997, showine the result 
of twelve months’ working to that date. 

thd pa under review has been an abnorm- 
ally oue for all yarna, and while the cotton 
crop of 1916.7 was of good quality, it was in 
short supply, and prices were maintained at a 

h level throughout the yaar. oc 

he balanc at credit of Profit and Loss is 
Tis, 46,307.82 whioh it is proposed to deal: with 
as follows :— 


Tis. 
To pay a dividend of Tis, 2.50 per share 
on 15,000 shares 6... 24... 87,500.00 
To carry forward to new account 8,807.82 
Tis... «..48,307,82 


During the year the sum of Ts. 22,663.03 has 
been erpented on special repsirs and renewals 
out of the amount. of Ts. 45,939.90 set aside for 
that purpose in 1905. 

CONSULTING COMMITTEE. 

On his departure for Europe, Mr. P. F 
Lavers resigned his saat on the Comraittes aud 
Mr. E. E. Clark was invited to fill tha vacanoy. 
ELE. Lord Li Ching-fong has also resigned for 
the same reason, but the vacancy has not so far 
been filled, - 

.In accordance with Article XVII. the Mem. 
bers of the C: nsulting Committee retire, but all 
sre eligible and offer themselves for re-election, 

AUDITOR, 

Mr. G. R. Wingrove has sudited the Com. 
pany’s accounts and his re-election to the position 
requires the confirmation of the shareholders, 

JsBDINE, MatHuson. & Co.. Lp., 
General Managers, 
Shanghai, December 1", 1907. 
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 
For year ended October 31, 1907. 


(Cents omitted). 
Bauance SHEET at October 31, 1907. 
LIABILITIES. 
“Dr. Tis. 
To-capital—Authorized 20,000 shares at Tle. 
5U==Tla. 1,000,000—gubacribed 15,400 
shares at Tle. 50 00.00... cseeeseseeeee 750,000 
», Jardine, Matheson & Co., Ld........ 507,017 
», Accounts payable... eee 91,358 
»» Unoollected dividends 0... 0.0... 0.2... 12,098 
»» Repairs and renewals.................c.0. 28,276 
1 Equalization of dividend account ......... 150, (:00 
oy Profif and logs... cee , 
Tia. 1,580,957 
ASsETs. 
Cr. Tis. 
By Pro . 189,438 
» Plant and machinery ... : ee, 
4,220 


1» Water aupply.. 


», Mill storas .. 16.598 
», Cotton stock .. 80,371 
»» Cotton and yarn in procesa .... 30.156 
ty Warm stOok... 0... ee 551,789 
vy Waste in atook 0.0.0... ects 4,748 
», Unexpired fire issurance premia ............ 6,684 
», Unexpired rates and taxes... 422 
1. Accounts receivable... ee. 71,382 
yy Cash in hand... cee eee eee eee 9811 

Ts. 1,580,057 

Prorit anp Loag Account. 
For year ended October 31, 1907. 

To Rates and taxes...isecccececcectecceen 2,561 


» Fire insurance 


By Balance brought forward ...............0.. - 
» Balance of Working Account ... ........... 
11 Eransfer foes peadecdedoiesectecse 124 


ene cee O04 cee neecee 


THH HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 
SUPREME COURT. 


Tuesday, December 2 (tb, 


In Summary Jurispicriun. 


Beroge Mr, A. G. Wise (Porsnw Jupan). 


A DISPUTED DOCUMENT. 

The action in which Tseung Ut otherwise 
Tseung Ut-wo, sought to recover $625 from 
Tseung Fong-chau on 8 promissory note, again 
came on for hearing, Mr. M. W. Slade, in- 
structed by Mr. F. X. d’Almada 6 Castro, 
appeared for tha plaintiff, and Mr. E. J. Grist 
(of Messrs. Wilkinson and Grist) for the 
defendant, 

His Lordship—I may sav. as far as the 
preliminary part goes, that I have seen the 
document since, aud sabjdct to anything Mr. 
Grist has got to say, I am inclined to think 
it is not a promissory note. 

Mr. Slade thouzht it would be convenient 
for him to open the facta. His case was that 
the plaintiff and defendant went. shares in a 
share in the Sam Kee contractors’ firm. The 
share in the firm was in the name of the 
defendant, but portion of the money which was 
paid for it was subscribed by the plaintiff. The 
firm apparently, was extremely successful. They 
took up a contract out of which they did vary 
well ; in fact, on the subeoribed capital of 39:00 
they made a profitlof $51,000, That was on 
their main contract,” but it appeared thoy had 
undertaken other works besides on one of 
whioh they made » profit of some $12,000 odd. 
When the firm had completed its contracts 
the profits wera distribated among the 
partners. The defendant, whose name wis on 
the books of the firm as a partner, receiv- 
ed the money, five-twalfths of which he had to 
pay over to the plaintiff. When the parties-mat 
the defendant said the amount of the profit 
made by the firm was 352,0.10, part of which ha 
paid over, at the same time handing the 
plaintiff a balance shest book containing entries 
showing the division of profits. Plaintiff on 
examining this found two pages stuck to- 
gether, and on opening them he found 


Fanother account showing a farther profit on 


another transaction «.t something over $10,000. 
Thereupon he bad words with the defendant, 
and asked him why he had hidden this away. 
The result of the discussion was that the defea- 
dant then and ther+ paid over the plaintiff's 
share of the second contract and the plaintiff 
gave him two receipts. In the discussion the 
defendant also let out that there was more 
to come besides, because as well as taking 
these contracts out of which they had 
made a profit, they also invested money 
in landed property io Canton. When asked 
about this the defendant said that a sertain 
portion of the property had been sold, and 01 
being pressed by plaintiff for his s!.are, he 
said he could not pay up, bat, if given time, 
he would deposit it in a certain shop. After 
this he promised to show plaintiff the ledger 
of the firm which contained details of all trans- 
actions, but twodays later he left for C.nton 
without having produce! the book. When he 
retaroed to Hongkong the plsiotiff m«t him 
ia ashop in Victoria Strest and pressed for 
payment. Defendant did not attempt to deny 
owing the money, bat asked for time, and 
signed a dooumeut acinowledginog his indebted- 
nees, 

Mr. Grist submitted that on his friend's 
opening, and on the translation of the dooument 
before the Court, it was quite obvious that the 
action could not be maintained in i s present 
form. ‘be document recited that this was a 
partnership business, and went on to say that 
the plaintiff had a share in the defendaaot's share 
in the Sam Kee firm. One partaer ooald not sue 
the other partners of a firm for the return 
of his capital in any bbsiness without he 
alleged fraud. That was tle only ground oa 
which an action could be maintained by one 
partner against anocther for a refaod or 
return of the oapital invested) The form of 
action should be ac action brought for accounts, 
His olient dispated ever having signed or given 
the document in (‘ourt—it was a forgery. 
Apart from that, however, it simply meaat that 


$625 share in the defendant's share in a certain 


the plaintiff had, and admitted that he had, a| 
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business, and that this bosiness was about to be 
wound up. There could not b> a multiplicity of 
suits in respect of the same matter in any 
English Court, Supposing the facts stated by 
Mr. Slade to be correct, after this document 
had beew given, the partnership might have 
sustained a loss, and then this man's share would 
not ba worth as much. The document was one 
which sdmitted that the plaintiff had s 
share in the partnership, and he could sue for 
partnership accounts only. The defendsnt 
could not be liable to two actions in the same 
matter. 

Mr. Slade—If my friend had listened to me 
attentively he would have appreciated the fact 
that wa are not suing for the retara of capital. 

His Lordship—The document talks about 
the share capital. : 

Mr. Slade—There are several mistakes ia the 
translation of tha document. It must ba read 
with the facts. Ther-fore [ am not suing for 
the return of the capital, bat for money had 
and reosived. 


lis Lordship—That is not Stored on the 


writ. 

Mr. Slade—Tha endorsement oa the writ is 
the tame as the endorsement on this document. 
If your Lordship will allow the matter to stand 
over I would ask for leave to amend by claiming 
fur movey had and reosived. 

His Lordship —You are bound by that 
document at present. 

Mr. Slade—And we agg perfectly prepared o 
stand by it, batit w make it perfectly olear 
if we claimed for ey had and received. 

Hix Lordshj Mwed the writ to be amended, 
and after hee the evidence, gave judgment 
and costs for defendant, 


CANTON. 


(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.) \ 


23rd December. 
GAMBLING AND PIBAOY. 
Both the Provincial and Central Govern. 
ments are responsible for the prevalence of 
brigandage and piracy in the Two Kwan 
Provinoes, the main cause of which, I think, 
gambling. Millions of hard earned cash find 
their way into the monopolists’ and officials 
pockets. Gambling fosters lasinesa and offers 
to the idle people means to live for a certain 
time until, when luck turns and their 
purses are empty, they become pirates and 
robbers. The officials and the general 
public are aware that annually aboat 
$200,000,000 pa-s through the differeot gambl- 
ing houses, and about 40 per cent of that 
amouat, I understand, is plunder or booty from 
piracies or robberies, so no woader the two 
provicces sre always in tarmoil. Hitherto 
gambliog has always been permitted to be 
carried on in the Kwaogtang aod Kwangsi 
Provinces clandestinely, and with the connivanes 
of the corrupt civil and mili sathorities on 
a moderate scale. None of the former Viceroys 
bad the audacity, or were powerfal euough, tn 
turn it intoa moanpoly until the appolatment of 
the late Prime Minister, Li Hung-Chang, as 
Viceroy of the Two Kwang shortly before the 
Boxer Trouble. Hoe, ia order to benefit his 
private parse and also to court favour with the 
Empresa Dowager, granted those gembling 
revileges from which esaormoas sums were 
forwarded to Pekiag anoaally, Thus the 
veteran officiel sowed the eels of evil and 
allowed the fulure officials to make eaormoas 
aeesea, as «n the appointmeat of a new 
Viceray nearly all the gambling menopoliss 
changs haods, tras affording en opyortanity 
for the Vicaroy and every member of the new 
staff to make hage eqaceses from the new 
monopolista. After paving filled their pookete, 
a majority of the high officials geoerally 
plead inability of some sort re beg the ers 
to permit them to resign. resources 
Seo provinces woald have been drained out by 
this time, I suppose, hed it not been for veut 
numbers of people in the Kwad@ftang Province 
who have emigrated to foreiga onaatriss and 
are annually remitting millioos of dollars to the 
Province. Li Hung-Chang possibly adver 
thought that his successors, not being )'rime 
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Ministers, would be able to continue to maintain 
gambling. 80 long as public gambling is 
permitted, so long, I say, will piracy flourish. 
The gambling revenue amounts to over 
$10,000,009 annually, most of which is sent to 
Peking. It is conseqnently at that end that 
pressure must be brought to bear to stop the 
the principal cause of crime by insisting that 
gambling be prohibited by imperial Decree 
No Viceroy would then dare to revive the 
monopoly, 


Ee 


EVOLUTION OF HONGKONG. 


[Written for the Hongkong Daily Preze.} 


(Continued fram last reel.) 


a XIIT. 


The trade of the continental nations at the 
time was comparatively small; Germany as a 
Power did not yet exist, and most of the consuls 
fur the continental towers were themselves 
merchants, often interested in avoiding payment 
of duties tuemsely:8 ; and the British merchant 
fouud himself occasionally takeu ata disadvant- 
age by the stringency with which uis Cunenl, so 
far ag lay in his power, Kept bis nationals under 


restraint. ‘This system coufmot go on for ever, 
but no one foresaw the re‘pedy. In 1853 
Shanghai was céptured by a of rebels, 


more or less in sympathy with the Taipiogs, 
then ravaging tue empire, and the officials 
connected with tue Custom Honse one ard all 
disappeared ; the rebels bad-neither interest oor 
desire to stop the regular trade, while the native 
merchants distrusttul of the future were more 
than ever aoxivus tu sell the goods in their 
possession. ‘I'he foreign consuls refused to 
recognise the rights of tne rab: 1s to collect the 
Imperial dues, so that there was nu one tu clear 
the ships. Under the circumstauces Mr. a tar- 
wards ir ttutherford Alouck proposed to his 
Freochand American colleagues that theConsuls 
sbould step in, and sach for his own ustionals 
collcct the duties on behalf of the Chinese 
non-existent government, and clear the ships. 
‘Lhe duties, now for the first time collected in 
full and kept proper account of, were nut paid 
in cash, but by means of promirsory otas to 
bs met wheu the guvernments con-erued 
approved of the temporary s:ep: as Ube govern: 
ments did not bold that «a non-existent 
government was entitied to any dues, and thue 
were difficulties in disentangliuy the accounts 
of the various vatioualities, the promissory 
noles were eventually returned cancailed, 

The rebel hold of the city was looseniog, and 
the titular taotai found his way back iu F'ebraary 
1854, and at once begen ‘collecting dfties on 
behaif of his goverument. 
formerly been a hony merchant at anton, aad 

-eommenuced his collection iu tue msnoer he had 
been accustomed to dowu there, by making 
private arrangements all round. Mr. Alcock 
remonstrated, butto little account, so in con- 
junction with his two colleagaes ot France and 
the United States it was determined to compel 
the taotai to place the collection entirely under 
foreign control, Alcock proposed a Foreign 
Inspector with two forviga subordinates, 
and named a Frenchman, curiously named 
Smith, as first Inspector. ‘Lhe new (avtai 
on the scheme being presented to him, pro- 
posed instead that three Inspectors of equal 
rauk should be appointed, each of the turee 
consuls naming one, and this was acceptec, the 
three commissioners named being : Wade, 
British ; Carr, American ; and Smitb, F -ench., 
In the course of a few months it was found m sre 
practical to consolidate thy functions, and Mr 
H. N. Lay, at the time Luterproter to the 
Britis “onsulate was seleoted as Lusp-ctor 
G@ersl So without flourish of trumpets, and 
almost in the ordinary sequence of events, came 
inte the world the vast concentrated depar ment 
of the Luspector, General of Chinese Mari- 
time Customs, nigh more than anything else 
had acted for good or evil to pruioug the 
life of the Chinese Empire which was 
at the time of Lay's appvintment sotually, 


‘The new t&otai bad, 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


it may. fairly be said, in articulis mortis. Kiying; but the 


The appointment was confiriaed by the Chi- 
nese (ror-rument, and Lay left the 
British service, holding uis n-w office directly 
under the <‘hine<e Crown, and only resigniag 
itin 1863 under circamstancas connected with 
the refusal of that Government to ratify his 
rrangemeuts with regard to the (sburng 
Flotilla, when his lieutenant, at the time 
Acting Inspector General, succeeded him, and 
continnes to hold the offica to tha present diy. 
Meanwhile it is instruotive 1 nota that 
the former importance of Ciuton. the head 


quarters of external trade in Cuina, to 
a considerable extent returued: there wag 
Mure than one good reasan for this 
Owing to one blunder after another 


on the par! of Sir Henry Po ting r after the 
conclusion of the Treaty of Nauking, «and of 
his successor in the Superiatendency «f Trade, 
Sir J. Davis, Chinese trading vessels were 
officially prevented from goiug to Hongkong, 
axcept under impossible conditious,—so imposs- 
ible that for years not a single tradiag vessel 
attempted to avail of them,—while the Hong- 
koug Harbour authoritiex had order to prevent 
jacks unless they shoud produce the cflicial 
autborisation enteriug the harbour, Hangkong 
itself, a rugged island park, scarce thirty miles in 
arva, afforded no productious of any sort to found 
a basis for trade, and deprived thus of the ona 
qualification that in the opinion of a large and 
important section of the kree-l'rada party bad 
reudered its acquisition desirable, it xeamed in 
tha eyes of msny a ussless burden on the 
Exchequer. 

Another reason, in part a cansequenca of the 
former, was the natural conservatism of th: 


| 


Chinese which induced them to still follow the : 


old trade rout-s from tha interior, the more 
especially asx the Canton authorities were 
astute enough to keep them op-n, xo that thea 
merchast bringing down tea oc silk knew 
svactly how much te had tu pay, and was able 
to contract befurehand, while on the leas 
explored routes le was at the mercy of avary 
obstructive official, The vastly larger trade 
e«ntring in,Cinton af this period cau ed it to 
b ecme the arbiter of the Foreign exchanges sa 
that merchants were able ‘o arr nge their 
curreucy, always fluctuating owing to :ha want 
of any exactly cefiued mediam; concurrently 
with their sales or purchases. 

Though outside the Factories, the libertios of 
the residents were much = rastricted, being 


practically contined tu raving ou the river, with | party 
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alternative of mikiog Hong - 
kong a great trading port had not yet 
to the most sanguine, 

Sill from its mail facilities, from its already 
being in communication with Shaughai, as weil 
as from its being the central spot whence the 
Superintendent despatched his orders to the 
Consuls at the various ports, the great houses 
kept here from an eariy period their head 
quarters, and the instant the uail steamer 
arrived, orders were sent dy fast sailing boats 
or schooners, 0a ia later days by p ivate express 
steamers, to their several agents at the open 
ports, Various extrinsic cirou ustaaces brought 
accessions to the colony, Lt bsoame to a small 
extenta plaos of refigs frum the «warms of the 
Taiping rebels; it was immensely sided by the 
gold di coveries in California, and rendered 
material aid in men and materials to the build- 
ing of san Franciseo, whose earliest buildings 
were modelled on colonial pitterns, For a 
short time it was also intimtely associated with 
the infamous Coolie Trade, from which, however 
with the approbation of the Bri-ish residents 
it almost immediately withdrew. 

With all these wiadfalls, on the arrival of Sir 
George Bonham in 1848 the Colony, which bad 
drawn heavily on the British Exohequer, was 
practically bankrupt. ° 

(Lo be continued), 


KULANGSU (AMOY) MUNICIPAL 
COUNCIL, 


Minutes of a meeting of the Coanoil held at 
tha Board Room, on the 3rd De-ember 1907. 

Pre ent :— Messrs. W. UU: Wallace (Chair- 
man), A. t’. (rardiave, If{uaoy {'s'angohew, W. 
Kruse, S Okayama, W. \Viwson, the Health 
Officer aud the Secretary. 

1. The minutes of the last meeting are read 
and oonfirmed, 

2. An application is raad from the Japanese 
Consul reqa-sting permission to use certain 
ground near the Lower West Road, below the 
Germau Consul’s residence and ia the direction 
of the Japaneso Cemetery. by the officers of 
H.L.J.M's sbip “ Naoiwa", for small arm prac- 
tios oa a day ty ba netified by the Japanese 
Coosul. The Council decide to grant per- 
mission, providing the Se -ior Officer of the 
firing takes avery precaution to ensure 


occasiouai short walks bout the isiaodof Houim | tbe safety of the pablio (persons using the roads 


or he Fati gardeus. on the whole the local 
authorities had learn’, waless at intervals when 
some pacticuiarly truculeat in-dlividaal attempt- 
ed to slic up the feeliugs of tne mob, tu Jet the 
residents alone, 3) that social life, al hough 
more or lexs of the prison type, became vot ooly 
b-arable, but even to a cartain extent enjoyable ; 
—so much so io fac’ that for lony the older 
resideuts used to speak of their tims as the 
most enjoyable period uf their livas, ‘Chere was 
uo obstruction piaced in the way of ac-eas to 
Hongkoug or Macuo, and all the larce establish: 
ments had their fast aud often luxuriously fitted 
boats in which they could tear themsalvas away 
from their coufiaement to eajey cooler air and 
more agreeable eurroun jings of the other plroas, 
Practically, till the opening of the Yangtse 
River, Canton continu-d the head quirters of 
the foreigo trade of China. 


But what of Hongkong ?—It was the official 
seat of the Superinteandency of Trade ; it was 
the terminus of the mail steam rs which once a 
month brou sht letters and news from Europe; 
it was the head quarters of a small military 
garrison, as woll as of the Fl-et kept there to 
afford protect:u to British trade in the Far 
Kast. Locidsntly it was a British Coloo¥; a 
sort of left-hand child of the Cali Office 
scarcely recogaixed. as having nesa bark oat of 
dus course; aud as such requiring according to 
custom a Governor, it was haudad over to the 
teuder mercies of the Superiateodent of British 
trade as its foster parent. Ky the Cobdenite 
section of the Cabiost it bad bn earmarked 
as a dumping grouod, whereoo our merchants’ 
Mikey those of old described by Pliny were to 
placs their cargues, wheo if the Sere< approved 
of the ceralea, they might remove them at their 
leisure, Sir Ueary LVottioger bad wrecked this 
part of the programme, through the wiles of 


aud pathe, working in the fields, quarries, on 
board boats near the beach &o) by putting out 
sifficient look out man t+ prevent persons 
approaching within the danger zone, 

3. Ou the motion of Mr. Wallace, it is decided 
to ask the China Light aud Power Co. Ltd. to 
forward, with as little delay as possible, the 
conditions of their proposals (in detail) for 
supplyiog the Settlement with light and power. 

4 Alutter from the Superiuteudent of Police 
to the G-rmsn Consul, together with his reply 
is read concerning a collision between a Li 
censed Saupan (N» 92) and a steam pinnacs 
belonging to 8, M. S. ‘‘ Arcona,” in the harbour 
ou the uight of the 29th Nov., by which an 
Austrian sailor, belonging to the ‘ Kaiser 
Franz Josef I.," and two Chinese were drowned. 
‘he Germano Consul in his reply states 
that from the report of the §.M.4, 
“Acoona” it ip evident that the sampan -is 
al ne to blame for the «cvident, as the 
sampin, without having a light, tried to 
clo ely croxs ‘he bow of the (ferman pinnace 
which was carrying both red aad white light, 
whereas she should have passed bohind the 
pinaace. Morvover the sampao was overloaded 
and careful handling was the more Recessary, 

5 The Superinteadent of Polivs reports 
the following cases have b:eo heard ia the 
Mixed Cuurt siuce the last meeting :— 

SU MMONSBSY. 

Debt |, Ev croaching on pruperty 1. Contempt 
of Court 1, Breach of Municipal Hegalations 1. 
SUMMAKT ARRESTS. 

Theft 6, Assault 2, Committiog a nuisance 2, 
Housebreaking 1. Conterapt of Coart 1. 

(Signed) W. H. Watnacn, 
Chairman. 
By order. 


C. Begagisr Mitcus.i, 


Beoretary, 


Per tye atts. 


414 


AN bere - 


THR HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


COMMERCIAL. 


ee ene 
A RICE, 


The import of foreign rice into China which 
was exceptionally heavy in 1906, showing as it 
did an increase of nearly 26 per ccnt., will 
‘probably be shown to be even larger in 1907, when 
complete returns are available, Baicon alone has 
shipped to Hongkong and China this year just on 
nine million piculs, which is more than Saigon‘s 
total export to all countries in 1906. The ship- 
ments to Hongkong totalled 7,079,100 piculs; to 
Swatow, 580,400 ; to Tientsin, 308,200; to Foochow, 
67,700; to Shanghai, 780,000; and to Ningpo; 
97,000. The Philippines imported over 1,500,000 


. piculs from Saigon, and Japan bouht nearly 


the same quantity. Saigon’s export of rice fur 
the year has been 16,942,000 piculs as compared 
_with 8,791,100 in 1906. The recent fall in 
exchange has enabled lower prices to be quoted 
in the Saigon Market which angurs well for the 
continuance of brisk conditions. The latest 
reports show charters settled at Saigon for 
‘148,000 .piculs to Hongkong and 67,000 to 
Singapore: The German steamers Anghin and 
Wongkoi secured charters for Hongkong at 12} 
cents and 12 cents per picul respectively for 
38,000 piculs each ; the British steamer 
Telemachus settled for 36,000 piculs at 10 cents 
and the British steamer Derwent 35,000 at 8 
cents. Latest quotationa stand at & to { cents 
for Hongkong; 19 to 20 centa for tle Vhillippines; 
and 20 to 21 for Japan. 
Quotations sean 6 according to Messrs Wim. (i. 
Hale’s latest circular as follows:— 
No. 2 White sifted (trié) steam milled 
round . 
No. 2 White unsifted (ordinaire) steam 
milled round $3.85 


eee eee ee eee See ere 


65 % Cargo steam milled round ... $3.45 
10 % Cargo steam milled round .., §8.35 
20 % Cargo steam milled round ... $3.28 


* Prices according to terms and canditions, 


YARN, 


Mr, P. Eduljee, in his Report, dated Hongkong 
27th December, 1907, states: At the close of 
the seagon a cursory glance at the working of the 
trade during the past twelve months cannot be 
uninteresting or out of clace. Imports to Hong- 
kong amount to 146,395 bales as against 269,469 
beles last year, while sales aggregate 137,608 
bales as against 81,818 in 1906, showing a falling 
off of nearly 55 per cent. in receipts and an increase 
of over 69 per cent. in consumption. Considering 
the wretched condition of the country and local 
markets during the latter half of the previous 
yeur, the entire cessation of business for three 
months (from August to November), and the 
Het ar eollapse of 1] out of 15 yarn dealing 

ongs, the increase in sales should create little or 
no surprise. In briefly reviewing 19u7 it may be 
pronounced to have been one of the worst import 
years the Colony has experienced. Receipts have 
very materially fallen off, and with the exception 
of a few spasmodic efforts at brieknese and 
activity in the :market, prices not only never 
‘responded to the enhanced cost in Bombay but 
on the contrary more or less steadily declined 
and would probably have ruled lower but for a 
certain steadiness on the past of some large im- 
porters consequent on reduced exports from India 
and frequent assistance from Shanghai. Deman 
however, seldom gave importers much opportunity 
for regulating selling rates with costs, for the 
dealers mostly confined their smal] and dragging 
purchases to actual requirements under special 
country orders, and no concession on the part of 
importers to effect sales would have induced free 
buying. The causes for eo depressed an import 
year may be assigned to the tightness of money 
and loss of credit amongst natives circles con- 
sequent on last year’s grievous heavy failures, to 
the disorganisation of trade generally throughout 
the Southern Provinces owing to natural and 
political-causes, and lastly to the disastrous decline 
in change. In the beginning of the year best No. 
40s yarn was quoted at $81/83 and now stands 
at $91/93, while exchange on L[adia was ruling in 
the neighbourhood of Ra. 167 and stands to-day 
at or about Rs. 135. Our native dealers have not 
done so badly the unfortunate importers. 
Throughout the year they (the dealers) have 
strictly adhered jto the cxecution of cuuntry 
orders and without any outletfor their purchases 
have entirely refrained from entering into large 
forward contracts. Previous experience would 
seem to have taught both buyers and sellers a 
valuable lesson, and they will both profit consider- 
ably by the exercise of a little caution which 
was entirely wanting in the boom of the latter 


end of 1905 and of the first half of 1906 the 
effects of which are still apparent. The past 
twelve months have been a consecutive second 
red letter period to the Cotton Spinning Industry 
of India. Orders have been inore than sufficient 
to keep every Mill working by electric light and 
12 to 13 hour's work a day has been the rule 
and not the exception with some of them. To- 
wards the middle of the year fears were enter- 
tained of a serious relapse consequent on the 
prevalent depression in the trade throughout the 
world, when the Loom in A-verican Cotton cime 
in very opportunely to their relief and orders from 
Manchester and the Continent pvured in und it 
was a case of sending coals to Newoastle, [n this 
Connection it may be mentioned thata con-iderable 
quantity of superior grades of No. 103 and 208 
which were lying neglected in our local 
market had to be resuipped to Bo.ntay where 
they were purchased by Europe buyers 
at a large advance on our ruling prices. 
On June 30th, 1907, there were in all India 224 
Mills working and in course of erection, runniug 
5,333,275 spindles and 68,436 looms, employing on 
an average 205,696 hands daily. Of these 224 
Mills Bombay Island alone claims 85, running 
2,613,483 spindles and 31,892 looms, and employ- 
ing on an average about 109,000 hands daily. A 
little better enquiry has been experisnced in this 
market, but only small sales are reported, as dea- 
lers have cast their offers far too low to load to 
any general business. A further improvement in 
rates of $1 to$Zin Nu. 10s aud of $1 to $3 in Nos. 
\2¢ and 208 may be noted, but this has been 
more than counterbalanced by the heavy depre- 
ciation in exchange which shows a decline of over 
LO points on last mail Dewand has continued to 
run chiefly on No. 20s, which, together with No. 
128, form more than three-fourths of the total 
settlements, No. 10s taking third placu in point of 
quantity, The market closes quiet, but st@ady. 
Local Manufacture:—No business is reported. 
Japanese Yarn :—Sales of 35 bales No. 14s at 
$122 and of 100 bales No. 208 at $12} are re- 
ported. Raw Cotton:—A perfectly blank fort- 
night has been experienced in Indian descri- 
ptions; the high prices ruliny on the other side 
strengthening holders and checking sales. 
About 260 bales Cinese Cotton are reported sold 
at $26. Stocks, 1,00U bales Indian and 670 bales 
China, Quotations are $20 to 24 Indian and $22 
to 27 China. Exchange on India hae continued 
to decline and shows 4 lussof 10 points on last 
Mail, closing unsteady to-day at Ks. 1354 for 
T/T and Ke.1386 for Post. On Shanghai 74) and 
on Japan &&}. 


t 
PIECE GOODS. 


Messrs. Noel, Murray & Co.'s Report on the 
Shanghai Piece Goods ‘lrade dated Shanghai, 
19th December, 1907, states.—The import trade 
has been completely dislocated by the further 
serious fall in exchange, amounting to 21 per 
cent, on the rate ruling three months ago. Such 
a sudden and complete drop is quite unprecedent- 
ed even in this erratic market, and must have 
most disastrous effects on both native and foreign 
business houses here. Not unnaturally prices for 
everything are nominally higher, and some in- 
stances buyers have been found who conld actually 
pay the enhanced rates asked, but for the most 

rt transactions have been chiefly by monied 
fea men who have bought to hold for four or 
five months at least. So far this is confined to 
American makes aod has had a must en- 
couraging effect on vuther holders. All goods 
seem to pass through wany hands before they 
reach the consumers,'so it is really prublematical 
what the actual cost is finally, but at all avents 
from the way in which buyers ean apparently 
afford to pay ap, When called upon, the margin 
between the original sellers and final buyers up 
there must be competition, and surely consumers 
in the country could scarcely have a -preciated as 
yet the tremendous enhancement in the cost that 
has taken place, therefore it would>eem the 
middle men are cuntenting themselvea with 
smallec profite. Be that asit way. however, 
prices are certaisly booming judging by the 
auctions. Several representatives uf the buyers 
in Tientsin are at this tort, and from the 
enquiries they are making it lo ks us though their 
urders for supplies will¢ ums through this market 
once more. ‘TR credit system up there has 
received its death bluw, Goods to the tune of 
upwards of Tls.13,0U0,UUu have gone into the coun- 
try and the necessary means are wautiag with 
which to meet the drafts in the Banks! (‘umment 
in useless, except that this culpable recklessness 
accounts to 4 very great exteat for the stagnation 
in this market for the past year ur two. The 
Newchwang market is altogether upset by 
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the demoralized state of the currency ques. 
tion, The yarn market is firm but quiet, 
holders sticking out for higher and more 
adequate prices which buyers are slow in 
responding to, Native Cotton is strong, and 
advancing. The “without reserve” Auctions 
continue to supply the market liberally and it is 
gratifying to -ee how prices ure keeping up under 
the strenuous circumstances, and also satiafactory 
to find clearances fairly prompt. All classes, 
Grey, Bleached and Dyed Cotton goods have again 
shown very strong prices at Auction. Woollens.— 
These goods are only responding toa small extent 
to the decline in Exchange, but show firmer 
prices all round. Cotton Yaro.—Indian.—The 
continued declining rates of exchange is the only 
cuase for the falling off in transactions during the 
interval, the further shrink ge of the gold value 
of the tae) baing so serious holders are not 

ed to sell except at more adequate prices. ‘I'he 
much mor- favourable statistical position and the 
prospect of moderate supplies for the next few 
mouthsh aa opened out possibilities which Import- 
ers are inclined to makethe most of, and so 
business is curtailed pending an advance to much 
more like the intrinsic value of “en tps. What 
business has been done shows w e firmness 
of holders has already accomplished. This 
furthers the reflection that the middle men moat 
always seem to have a good margin up their 
sleeves, as it is certainly improbable that the con- 
sumers in the country should be able almost at a 
moments notice to increase their limits 5 to 10 
per cent. and long before they have time to 
appreciate, ay in the present cage, the enormous 
differenc: which the sudden depreciation in the 
price of silver has n the valug of imported 
commodities. ‘I'h all business reported has 
continued on th me lines as during the last 
two or three and only aggregates a total of 
806 bales, - 


——— 


From Messrs. [lbert & Co.’s Weekly Market 
Report, dated Shanghai, December 19th, 1907 :— 
Our market continues to show signs of returning 
activity and further advances are forthgoming for 
all goods which are not hopdlessly overdone. 
Chinese have picked up some remarkable barguins 
in American goods, and are already congratulating 
themselves on the advances established; they are 
beginning to feel much happier about the final 
outsome of their old stocks, although many of 
them with sterling commitments open for the 
New Year are not very cheerful over the continued 
fall in Exchange. English Goods and Yarns are 
also much firmer and merchants up country are 
beginning to think that they have waited too 
long before laying down Spring supplies. The 
weakest spots in the market are in the dyed and 
printed goods branches of the trade; there is little 
doubt that far too many facilities have been given 
by importera to dealers whose resources do not 
warrant their entering upon large trans-ctions, 
and much good will be done to the trade if the 
old-fashioned custom of obtaining reasonable 
bargain money were revived; competition has of 
late been so keen that many importers have 
allowed this practice to drop, and must to-day be 
regretting that they have been so easy to deal 
with. When loss of interest and charges are 
finally adjusted on many of the goods now held 
over, the experience gained should make importers 
leas anxious to enter into large operations with 
many of the smull dealers, One of the most 
unoertain factora in the immediate future is the 
position of affairs at Tientsin; the very great 
increase in direct shipments to that market has 
heen partially brought about by traveling 
representatives of Manchester houses, who, after 
pushing the sale of their goods on this market, 
went North and in many cases succeeded in 
placing large duplicate or fers there; it is obvious 
that until it is definitely known what portion of 
the Northern trade is to be erred to 
Tientsin, there will always Le the dangor of this. 
duplication of supplies. ‘I'his year will probably — 
be one which will furnish some data upon whi 
to base calculations, if the Chinese outstandings 
in the North, which are reported to be on a 
cynsiderable scale, are satiafactorily liquidated, 
importers here may probably find that the credit 
systam will become firmly established to Tientsin, 
and will develop upon still greater lines; if, 
however, liquidation is not satiafactory, the 
im porters a have transferred their business 
from here to the North may doubt on : 
of the change, in whic case the bulk of the ° 
may return to Els pert Silver hasagain been = * 
most perplexing; o -few bi-motallistg 1 
remaining will point to the for hi ng 
gold in the United States, ang the sudden panic 
in the silver market in London, as an illustration 
el could not possibly have happened under 

former regiine. 
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SHARE REPORTS. 


Honexkona, 27th December, 1907.—A fair 
amount of business wag transucted during the 
three or four working days of the week under 
review, bat the interveniug Christmas holidays 
materially interfered with the market, and we 
have nothing of any importance to report. Rates 
with few exceptions still incline fo weaknese, and 
with the approuching New Year h: lidays another 
dislocated market may be anticipated, Exchange 
on London T/T shows a alight further decline 
and closes at 1/98. On Shanyhai the T/T rute 
closes at 74} 

Banks, - Hongkong and Spend hae continue 
to rule steady to strong, and shares have 
changed hands during the week «st $720, a 
demand at $715 failing to be satisfied. At 
time of closing a farther smell demand for old 
shares meet with no r-sponse and a higher 
rate would probably be paid. London quotes 
479.108. for old and £77.10s. for new shares, 
Nationals still remain unchanged and without 
business. a — 

Marme Insvrances.—Unions contiuue 
strong and in demand with very few shares 
coming on the market, and after small sales at 
the e ced rate of $810 and $815, the market 
closes with aal:s and buyers at $825. Yangtez-s 
are reported at 140 old, and 130 new issue, Cu:ina 
Traders have improved to 91 with buyers »nd no 
sellers, Cantonsremain unchanged and without 
business. - 

Frez InsukaNnces, — .-ngkongs have teen 
out of the market with selle + at $33 and no 
sales to report. Chinas cont: we strong, and 
sales have been made at'$95, th. _.arket closing 
steady at that rate with buyers, ' 

Surppmoia.—Hongkong, Canton and Macaoa, 
with the settlement shares clouding the horizon, 
as reported in our last, have ruled weak and 
forced sales have been made at $28. Further 
sharesat this aboormally depressed rate, however, 
are anobtainable, although several buyers are to 
the fore, Star Ferries have changed hands at 
the improved rate of 12 fur new shares, and the 
market closes steady at the rate, and at 22 for 

the oldshares. Other stocks under this heading 
show uo changes _gpd-sall for no attention. 

ReFINEBIEs.—Small sales of China Sugars 
have taken place at 100, the market closing quiet 
at that rate. Luzuns unchanged and without 
business. 

Miytra,—Eaubs have ruled firmer, and sales 
are reported at $8.95; we quote 8.75 nominal at 
time of closing. Charbonnages continue in re- 
quest at $500 without bringing any shares on 
the market, 

Docks, WHatves ann Gopowns —Hong- 
kong and Whampoa Docks continue weak and 

some smell forced sales have been mada at 95, 
the market closing quiet at 96. Kowloon 
Wharves, owing chiefly to the uew issue to be 
paid for on the 3let inet , have ruled very weak, 
and at one time during the weck $56 sellers 
failed to induce buyers to come forward. Laler, 
however, the stock suddenly firmed up, and sales 
were effected at $58. “We have reason to believe 
however that shares were negotiated under the 
latter rate, and the market closes with sellers at 
$58, Shanghai Docks, after :uling steady at 71 
in the early,part of the week, have improved to 
72 in Shanghai with buyers. Hongkew Wharves 
after ruling firm in Shanghai in the early part 
of the week, closs at the Northern Port at 205 
nominal. 

Lanps, Horers & Borpines, Hongkong 
Lands continue neglected, and without any sales 
to report ; wequote 95 at time of closing. Hotels 
remain in demand at 100, but shares seem to be 
still unobtainable at that rate. Humphreys have 
changed hands at 104 and Shanghai Lands at 
101. West Points are still enquired for in a 
small way at 48, but holders remain firm, and 
none are obtainable except at an advance. 

Doron Mriis.—The Shanghai Mills are 
quoted. the same as last week exoept 
Internationals, which have improved 1 point 
to 51.  Hongkongs remain unchanged and 


\ithout’ business. 
* Mrs 


CELLANEOUS.—China Borneos have 
found buyers at 19%, China Providents at 

ation Water Boats at 10$, South China 
Pests at 20, accing at 24, and Watsons at 
10, the last closing in demand at this rate. 
Green Islands have changed hands at 11} and 
later at 11} closing with buyers at the former 
and sellers at the latter rate. United Asbestos, 


\ 
ee 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT 


Bells Asbestos, and Powells are in demand at 

quotation, without bringing any shares on the 

market. Tangkats have improved in the North 

to 3624, Chinese Kogineerings are enquir-d for 

15} without finding sellers. We have nothiog 

further to report under this heading. 
Quotations are as fullows:— 


Company. PAID ve. OTATIONS. 
Alhambra Ps. 200 minal 
Banks— 


$720, buyers 
$710, buyers 
Ln. £79,10 


Ln. £77.10 
National B. of China £6 /$61 


Bell's Asbestos E. A.../12¢. 6d. |87, buyers 
China-Borneo Co $12 ($104, sales 


China Light & P. Co ($20 } Igy, sellers 


Hongkong & S’hai... { ns) 


China Provident ...... $10 |$94, sales 
Cotton Mills— 
WO es cioituesss weeds 'L'ls. 60 |Tls. 58 
Hongkong ............ $10 {$10, sellers 
International ...... Tle. 75 [Tls. 51 


Laou Kung Mow .../Tls. 100 |Tle. 85, sellers 

Soychee ...........068 Tls. 600 |Tle 270 
Dairy Farm aces $6 |$16.75, sellers 
Docks & Wharves— 

H. & K. Wharf &G. $50 |$56, buyers 

H. & W. Dock ...... $50 |$96, sellers 

New Amoy Dock... $64 $10, sellers 

Shanghai Dock and Tla.100/T ls. 72 


Eng. Co., Ld 
8’hai & H. Wharf...i7]3- 109 |Tls. 205 
Fenwick & Co., Geo... $25 |1$14 
G, Island Cement. ... $10 |$11}, buyers 
Hongkong & C. Gas... £10 |$175, buyers 


seecee 


Hongkong Electric... $10 {$15 
Hongkong Hotel Co... $50 |£100, buyers 
Hongkong Ice Co...... ! $26 1$240 
Hongkong Rope Co... $10 '$25 
Insurances — 
Canton ..... cee. $50 '$2424 
China Fire............ 1 $20 |$95, buyers 
China Traders ...... $25 |$91, buyers 
Hongkong Fire...... $50 ($330, sellers 
North China.......... | £6 {Tls. 87, sellers 
Union oe. , $100 ($825, buyers 
¢ $144, buyers 
Yangts2e ca. $60 1 $130 


Land and Huildings— 
H’kong LandInvest. 
Humphrey’s Estate 
Kowloon Land & B. 
Shanghai Land...... 
WestPoint Building 


Mining— 


$100 |$95. sellers 
$10 |310}, sales 
$30 |$35, sellera 
Tis. 50/Tls. 101, sales 
$50 |$48, buyers 


Charbonnages ...... Fes.250 ($500, buyera 
Raubs... 0... cee 18/10 |$83 
Peak Tramways ...... i ne 
Philippine Co. .........[° gu [$6 ° 
Refineries— 
China Sugar.........1 $100 |$100, sales 
Luzon Sugar......... $100 |$10, buyers 


Steamship Companies 
China and Manila... 
Douglas Steamship 
H., Canton & M. ... 


Indo-China 8. ae aos 
Shell Transport Co. 


$25 {$15 

$50 |$38 

$15 $28, buyers 

23 i340, sellers 
e { $28, sellers 

£1 i42'-, sellers 


Star Ferry ......... $10 i$22, buyers 
Do. New............ $5 $12, sales 


: $25 ($20. sales & sel. 
Steam Laundry (‘o. ... $5 /$6, sellers 
Stores & Dispensaries. 
Campbell, M. & Co. $10 §&14, sellors 
$10 1$5, buyers 


$10 ee sales& buy. 


Watson &£Co., A. S. $10 1$10, buyers 

United Asbestos ...... $4 |$10, buyers 
Do, Founders...... $10 |$150, buyers 
Union Waterboat Co. $10 |$10}, buyers 


VERNON & SMYTH, Brokers. 


Messrs. J. P. Bisset & Co.’s Share Report for 
the week ending 19th Decemter, 1907, states :— 
Matters are well adjusted now for the December 
Settlement taking place to-morrow, and business 
this week has been mostly of a give-and-take 
character. There is no great change in any stock 
to report. Exchange has once more swiftly de- 
clined and the T. ‘I’. rate on London to-day is 2/5. 
Banks.—Hongkong and Shanghai Bank. e 
decline in exc has enhanced the price of this 


7 
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stock and chares have changed hands at $730 for 
the old and $725 forthe newr At closing, however, 
the markotis strong at $735 and 8730 tively. 
Insurance. — Yangtazo Insurance, There are 
buyers of the old shares at $146, and of the new 
sales at $134 have taken place, with further 
buyers. Shipping.—Indo-China §._N.Co. Sales 
are reported at Tis. 81 for the pref. and Tis. 21 
for the deferred shares, Shanghai Tug & Lighter 
Co. The ordinary shares have declined to Tis. 
48 and the pref. still have sellers at Tis. 60. 
Docks and Wharves.—Shanghai Dock and En. 
gineering Co., Ld. Some business for the Deo. 
Settlement has been put through at Tis. 71}, and 
‘lls. 71], and for March at Tia. 724. Shanghai 
and Hongkew Wharf shares. The market opened 
with sales at Tls. 205 for December, to be followed 
with transactions at Tis. 2064, Tls. 207 and Ts. 
207). The March rate remained at ‘I'ls. 210 to 
la: 211. In Sugars, Mining and Lands,—There 
is no business reported. Industrial. — wos. 
There has been a good demand for theee. Rates 
opening at T'ls. 51, closing with buyers at Tia. 83. 
For March s transaction was done yesterday at 
Tis. 56. International Cottons. Shares have 
been placed at Tis. 51, Shanghai Gus Co, 
There are buyers at Tle, 107, Maatecha pj, 
etc, in Langkats, Shares have fallen fe 
during the week. On the 12th sales 
were reported at Tls. 370 and Tls. 372% for 
December, and Tls. 382} for March cum div. 
‘The next rate quoted was on the 16th at Tis. 83674 
ex. div. March, the cash rate falling gradaally to 
Tis. 350 ex. div. at which rate market closed. 
Shanghai Sumatra Tobacco Shares have improved 
from Tla. 110 to Tls. 1124. Shanghai Water- 
works. A gale is reported of the new shares 
at Tis, 880. Miscellaneous.—Astor House Hotel 
shares have changed at $20. Shanghai Mutual 
Telephones remain at Tls, 64, Loans and De- 
bentures.—A sale of Municipal six per cent. 
Debs. ia reported at Tls. 984. 


EXCHANGK.. 


Fear, Dsoember 27th. 


On Lonpon.—Telograpbic Tranafor,..1/9¢ 
Bank Bills. on demand ... ........ ..1/ 
Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight... .....1/ 
Bank Bills at 4 months’ sight 
Credits, at 4 montha’ sight 
Docunentary Bills, 4mo- Sha’ sight 1/109 

On Paris — 


Bank Bills, on demand........ .. seetaee 2274 
Credita 4 months’ sight ... .... danevas 234 

On GERMANY.— 
On damand ..ccsscceeee ccoeeees seceeeeee LO5G 

On New York.— 
Bauk Bills, on demand ........ srinpreee 
Credita, 60 days’ sight ........ davives 

On BomBay.— 
Telegraphic Transfer .............00668 135} 
Bank, on demand ..........ccce-ceceeees 196’ 


On Caccurra,—Telegraphic Transfer 135} 
Bank on demand ...... 0 ......cceseeees 136 
On SHaneuar.—Bank, at sight......... 7 
Private, 30 daya’ sight ..... 0. 0... 
On Youu HAMA.—On domand........... . 883 
On MANILA.—On demand ......... . 883 
On SineaPrors.—QOno demand ...... 28 p.o. pm. 
On Biravia.—On demand ... ...........109 
On Hareucna.—(n demand ........ 54 p.o. pm. 
Ov Saigon—On dema 'd...........006 5 p.c. pm. 
‘On Bana<ox.—On demand ......... Savsee ai 
Suversiens, Hank’s Baying Rate ...... $10.90 
Gotp Lear, 100 fins, per tael .. ..... .. $57.80 
Bag SILVER, per oz Ba 24,9, - 
SUBSIDIARY COINS. 
per cent 
Chinese 20 conta pieces ..... $1.45 discount, 
o 10 ” 9 Cre i0S Ry cy red 9 
Hongkong 20 ,, gi ete’ Ae ‘a 
edge, ee ee BBS. 
FREIGHTS 


From Messrs. Wheelock & Co.’s Report, dated 
Shanghai, 19th December, 1907 ;— With the — 
tion of some cargo «till going forward to the 
continent of Europe on account of the further 
decline in silver there is little else offering in any 
direction and we can only attribute thie to the 
tightness of the money tiarkets in various parts 
of the globe. Coastwise:—Following on the gen- 
eral stagnation of trade the China coast is no 
exception to the rule and there is little or no 
enquiry from anywhere whilst tonnage is fairly 
plenti 
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‘ SHIPPING. 


ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES SINCE LAST 
AIL. 
December — ARRIVALS. 


ae Deoembor— 


19, Chibli, British str. from Haiphong. 

19, Gleufa'loch, British str., from Singapore. 
19, Phraneaog, German str., from Bangkok. 
20 Albengs, German atr., from Amoy. 

20, Amigo: German str., from Haiphong. 
20, Cuecugshing, British str., from Tientsin. 
29, Chunaaug, British etr., from Karatsu. 
20, Derwent, British str., from Saigon. 

2 , Lennox, British str., from Singapore. 

2¢, Machew, German str., from Bangkok. 

20, Meofoo, Chinese str., from Shanghai. 

20, Proteu-, Norwegian atr., from Bangkok. 

20, Stettin. British str., from Singapore. 

20, Taming, British str., from Manila. 

20, Triamp :, German str., from Haiphong. 

20, Ye orofa Maru, Jap. str., from Singapore, 

21, Cheangchew, British str., from Singupore. 

21, Foosbing, British str., from Wahu. 

21, Lightviag, British str., from Caloutta, 

21, Shaohsinog, British str., from Shanghai. 

21, Tatsu Mara, Jap. str., from Takau. 

22, Childar, Norwegian str., from Bangkok. 

22, Dagny, Norweigau str., from Haiphong. 
2, Fukashu Maru, Jap. str., from Anping. 

22, Ganges, British sir., from Barry Deck. 

22, Haiching, British str., from Coast Ports 

22, J. Diederichsen, Ger. str., from Pakhui. 

22, Kueichow, British str., from Wuhu. 

22, Riojuu Maru, Jap, str., from Kobe. 

22, Tourape, French str., from Yokohama. 

22, Yesen Maru, Japanese str., from Maji. 

23, Alesia, German atr., from Portland, 

28, t:elene, German str., from Ewatow. 

¥8. Hongkong, Frenoh str., from Haiphong. 

28, Kanagawa Marn, Jap. str., from Y’hama. 

23, Nikko Maru, Jap. str., from Anstrali«. 

23, Siam, Danish str., from Singapore. 

23, Signal, German atr., from Hoibow. 

28, Sunda British str., from Antwerp. 

v3, ‘' sintau, German str., from Bangkok. 

23, Yueusang, British str., from Manila. 

24, Aldenham, British atr., from Kobe. 

24, Devawoogse, German str., from Bangkok. 

24, H’kong M., Jap. str., from Fan Francisco. 

24, Hupeh, British str., from Haiphone. 

24, Katherine Park, British str., from Callao. 

24, Marie, German str., from Salina Cruz. 

24, Nicomedia, German str, from Portland. 

24, Sachsen, German str., from Yokohama. 

24, Segovia, German str., from Shanghbui. 

24, Sungkiang, British str., from Cebu. 

$4, Vorwaorts, German str., from Maoao. 

24, Yawata Maru, Jap. str., from Japan 

24, Zafiro, British str., from Manila. 

25, Carnarvonshire, Br. str., from Singapore. 

25, Habsburg, German str., from Singa. ore. 

25, Haitan, British str., from Coast Portis. 

25, Hain Kong, Chinese str., from Chefoo. 

25, Joshin Maru, Japanese str , from Ts maai. 
25, Kanchow, British str., from Chinkiang. 
25. Kiang Ping, Chi. str., from Chink arg. 

25, Saiazie, French str., from Marseilles. 
25, Shantung, British str., from Java. 

25, Yochow, British str., from Shanghai. 

26, Bellerophon, | ritish str., from Manila. 

26, C. f erd. Lasisz, Ger. str., from Singapore 

26, Hailan, French str., from Hoihow. 

26, Hangsang, British str., from Shanghai. 

26, Hongwan I, British str., from Penang. 

26, Khalif, British str., from New York. - 

26,. Swanley, British str., from Chinwantso. 

DEPARTURES, ‘ 

20, Chiyuen, Chinese str, for Shanghai. 

20, Choysang, British etr., for Swatow,. 

20, Haimun, British str., for Swatow. 

20, Hulene, German sir., for Swatow. 

20, Hu:, French str., for Kwang Chow Wan. 

20, Loongsang, British str., for Manila. 

20, Shansi, British str., for Swatow. 

20, Telemachus, British str., for Saigon. 

20, ‘I'jiliwong, Dutoh sir, for Batavis. 

2), Coqust, British str., for Bangkok. 

21, Gregory Ape, Brit. str., for Singapore 

21,. Mathilde, German str., for Hoihow. 

2:, Rabi, gies str., for es 

21, Siciii ovt, transport, for Singapore. 
21, Singan, British str., for Pakhoi. 

21, Taiwan, British str., for Saigon. 

21. Wongkoi, German str., for Bangkok. 
21, Yetorofu Maru, Jap. str., for Shangbaj. 
22, Daijin Maru, Japanese str., for Swatow. 
22, Glenfalloch, British str., for Amoy. 
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4 x 22, Lennox, British str., for Shanghai. 
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22, Lienshing, British str., for Shanghai. 

22, Merapi, Dutch str., for Amoy. 

23, Pakhoi, British str., for Shanghai. 

23, Volute, British str., for Singapore. 

24, Cheangchew, British etr., for A moy. 

24, Chihli, British str., for Hoihow. 

-24. Haiching, British str., for Swatow. 

24, Hongkong Marn, Jap. atr., for Manila, 
24, Iyo Maru, Japanese str., for Shanghai. 
24, Kwongsang, British str, for Nitigpo. 

24, Mongolis, British str. for San Francisco. 
24, Nikko Maru, Jap} stz., for Yokohama. 
24, Patani. German #t¥;-for Saigon. 

24, Siam, Danish str; tor Shanghai. 

24, Sunda, British-str., for Shanghai. 

~4, Taivhon, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 

24, Taming, British str., for Manila. 

24, Triumph, German str., for Haiphong. 

24, Tourane, French str., for Europe, &o. 

24, Viotoria, Swedish str., for Saigon. 

24, Yunnan, British str., for Hongay. 

24, Yesas Marn, Jap. str., for Kuchino(zu. 
25. Amigo, Garman atr., for Hoibow. 

25, Fukushu Maru, Jap. str., for Swatow. 

25, Helene, German str., for Tourane. 

25, Kanagawa Marn. Jap, str., for Singapore. { 
25. Liangchow, British str., for Ningpo. | 
25, Machew, German str., for Swatow. | 
25, Paklat, British atr., for Swatow. 

25, Ricjun Marn, Jap. str.. for Singapore. 
25, Sachsen, German str., for Furope, ec. 
25, Salazia, French atr., for Shanghai, 

24, Segovia, German atr., for Singapore. 
25, Vorwaerts, German str., for Pakhoi. { 


PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED i 

Per Lightning, from Calentta, &e., Misa 
Merrylees. Dr. Kech. and Mr. Williams. 

Per Zafiro, from Manils, Mr, and.Mrs. Cory, . 
Mr, and Miss Carr, Mogars “ndinea, Beck, 
George, Lucks, Renick, Blanco, Enshan and 
Chandler. : 

Per Aldexham, from Kohe, far Honugkong, 
Mra, Stanley Smith; for Sydney, Mr, and Mra. 
L. P. Blundell, Miss Coa'es, Rav, Father Fay, 
Messre, Jas. Wilson, D. Fay and L. C. Rinndell, 

Per Yuwcata Maru, from Japan, for Hoog- 
kong, Mra. F. B. Catron, ire. FS. Slayton; 
for Manila, Prof. and Mrs. O. Scheerer; for 
Melbourne, Mr. and Mrs. G. Iu. Laferme, and 
Miss N. Plant; for Brisbane, Mr, A. H. Antridge. 

Per Sachsen, for Hongkong, from Yokohama, 
Oberleatoant Bindscil; from Shanghai, Mrs. 
Horr, Mrs, A. Popplewell, Miss G. Harms, 
Messrs, A. Figge, J. Bandoro, L. Wolf, Julius 
Peters, Muhlmano & L. Schmidt ; for Colombo, 
from Shanghai, Mr. O. Jenssen; for Genoa, 
from Yokohama, Mr. W. Koock; from Shang. 
hai, Dr Japel, Messrs. Heinr, Roldiger and C 
Koenig; for Southampton, from Shanghai, Miss 
C. Grimes. 

Per Sunda. for Hongkong, from London, 
Mr and Mir H. KE. Collins, Mr and Mrs T. C. 
Mandey, Mrand Mrs Emberley, Lieut. R. TC, 
Cream, Lieut. E. P. G-bbett, and Capt. Cun 
ningham; frcm Malta, Miazs Hall; for Manila, 
from Lonion. Revs. F. O'Brien, F. Fink, FP. 
Roon-n, F. Dalv, F. Ryk. J. Key, A. Ebus, E 
Kamp aod D. Pieck; for Shanghai, from Lon- 
don, Mrand Mre L. R. Barr. Mr and Mrs J. 
MoKnight, Mra lavenport, and Mr D, Brown ; 
tor Yokohama, from London, Mrand Mre J. 
K. Vhomson, infant and amah, Misses D. Joves 
and Chimno; from Port Said, Mr Philip Gee, 

Per Kanagawa Maru, from Yokohama, &o., 
for Hongkong, Major and Mra, H. Daakyne 
and child, Messrs. L. M. Boyne, M. Sawada and 
E. Gutierrsz; for Sincapore, Capt. and Mrs. 
Bishop, and Mr. C. Shiono; for Colombe, Miss 
Case, and Mr. A. Ama; for Marseilles, Messrs, 
Gray, H. Uirobe, T. Yoshida and K. Togami; 
for London, Capt Wm. Townsend, Messrs. W. 
H. Griffins. 8. Kaku, W. Payne and Middleton, 

Per Nikko Maru, from Australia via Ports, 
for Hongkong, Mr.and Mrs. Burke, Mr. & Mra. 
Buckees, Capt. ‘A. McMorland, Col. Riders, 
Hon. Legarde, Messrs. Richted, Kobbi, capo, 
Escamilla, Tewers, Watson, Kuox, Cowdrey, 
Brown, Gatus, Hord, J. Oaldet end Soatt; for 
Nagasaki, Miss Kimura; for Kobe, Mr. & Mrs. 
Carden, Master, Mra, and Miss Martin,,and 
Mr, Fukndi; fr Yokohama. Mrs. Adama, 
Misses Willekina, Ainger and Booth, Sister 
Scroope, Sister Heyden, Sister Casey, Sister 
Sproule, Sister Salmon, Master Booth, Messrs, 
Hashim, Douglas and Booth. 
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Par Hongkong Maru, from San Francisco, &c., 
for. Hongkong. Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Fergnaon, 
Mr and Mrs, W. E. Robertson, Mr. and Mrs, 
KE. D. Pereira and servant, Mrs. B. T. Niabling, 
Mrs, {.. C. Riggs, Mra. Frank Leehr, Mra A. 
Williams, Misses N. R--bertaon, Mary Robert. 
ron RR. Niebling and A. M. Freeman, Dr. W. 
D. Shelby. Dr. P. R. Taylor. Capt. W. Ehrhardt, 
Master Henry D. Hawxhorst, Master Jack 
Robertron, Mesars. H. F. Campbell, G. Moffatt, 
J. E. Norten, John R. Watson, N. A. Reid, 
David Robertson, F. 8. Clarke, H. R. Spenoer, ° 
and C. W. Frankee and servant; for Manila, 
Genl. and Mrs. J, J. Pershing, infant and 8 
servants, Mrs. W. oH. Avery, Mra. G. O. Rilais- ° 


‘dell, Mrs. Katherine Case, Mrs. R. W. Jones, 


Mrs,O H, Sampson. Mrs. BH. Anthony, Misses 
Helen Blairdell, Grace Blaisdell, Halen Guerin, 
and Iris Monroe, Dr. Chas. Edison Swery, 
Maater Everett Blaisdell, Mesars. J. N. Blanco, 
Wm. D. Clifford, Clareuce W Cowan, 4. H. 
Ewing. C. V. Hodgson, C, BE. Johnaon, Joseph 
T.uke, Otte Ranft, Chas, A. B,. Schoendube, 
Geo, R. Schilling. Lester 
Graham and J. D, Chase. 
Per Tourane, for,Hongkong, from Kobo. Mr 
Raver; from Shatighaf. Mrs London and 2 
children, Moser C.,A: Bell Collvar, Da Ross, 
A. Moigand'Olourant; for Saigqn, from 
Yokohdma, Mr Engine Gay; from Shtnghai, 
Mrs Ploman KXaiséneci, Mrs Rrana Gekmann, - 
Misseg I. Bails and W. Huss, and Mr Protopap:; 


’ 


| for Sitpapore, from Shanehai, Mr atid. Mrs 
Claylou;,ohild and ngg@®, Mr aid Mra Capi, 

‘end ‘Mr A, 1. Sofft for Cofomho, from 
Kobe, Mr Fa 


] 4llve for Port Said. from: 
Shanghai, Berthold and A. Vlakho; 
“for Marseilles, trom Shanghai, Mr and Mra 


Riatelhueber and child, Masers Bardy, Carpeanx, 
Voindrot, Bourvissen€.. Leca, Jean, Bertrand, 
J. Gabrielli and J, Naxen. * 

Por Sglazie, for Hongkorg, from Marseilles, 
Mr. and ‘Madame Cardiner, ~Mesars. R. P. 
Kammenr and Anderson; from Singapore, 


; Misses E. C and Flory da Silva, Messrs Bick- 


honga and James Stewart! from Saigon, Messrs, 
Rallist, Hearmanier, -Messamava and Jnles 
Montagnon: for Shanghai, from Marsailles, 
Mr and Mra. Epserfean, Measara. Maninot, 
Lions, Bonchoux, Castel, Briol and Thaion; 
from Bombay, Mr. White; from Colombo, 
Messrs, Perimal and Edwards; from Siuganore, 
Mr. Kats; from Saigon, Messrs. Leon Pierre 
and Otoli; for Kot; from Singapora, Maaars, 
Toda and Hayashi; from Batavia, Mr, Sakiata 
Gio: for Yokohama, from Marseilles, Scoars, 
Docher and Andanson; from Singapore, 
Mesere, Nakamoni and Takeda; from Saigon, 
Mr. RB. Siefer, ts, 


DEPARTED. 


Per Tourane, for Saigon, Mrs. BE. 8. Joseph, 
Mrs. G. Francesschati, and Mr. 6. Hopa; for 
Singapore, Mre. W. R. Diethelm, Miss J. 
Nukobare, Messrs. MoCarthy, Wm. Dickinson 
and Brooks;- for Marseilles, Miss M. de Cham- 
peanx, Messrs. O. Y. Machado, E. W. Tuchet, 
G. de Champea"x, Warlonoont and J, Auguste. 

Per Salazie. for Shanchai, Miss Mina Green, 
M-sere. Mayer, Isidore Levy, Audiuetand John 
Cords 7 

Per Mongolia, for San Francisoo, &o,,: Miss 
V. Stone, Hon, 8, Legarda, Hon. P. Ocampo, 
Rev. J. Holden. Megara, C. 8. N. Williams, 
A. Taguierdo, J. fCernand:s, J. F. Gatnis. M,C. 


Brown, G. Klopo. J. Valdez, Wm. Kohbe, J. 


Eseca milia, 7. 8, Hard, H. E. Lackey, 8. A. Seth 
and B. A. Peters. 

Per Rubi, for Manila, Mr. and Mrs. Robt. 
Holmes, Major, Mrs, and Miss Phiscter. Mrs, 
Knauber and 2 children, Misses K. Toomb and 
H. P. Rooke, Sister Bnunenberg, Sis'er Schra- 
der, Dr. G. Leuriok. Lieut. G. P. Howell, 
Messrs. H. Maller, T, Gribayedoff. O. Kollerod, 
H. J. Kerbart, M. Seveda and A. H. Randolph. 

Per Nikko Meru, for Japan, Mr. aud Mrs. 
Carden, Master, Mrs. and Miss Martin, Mr. 
Miss and Master Booth, Mrs. Adams, Misses 
SWillokins, Ainger and Kimara, Sister Scroops, 
Sis -Fleyden, Siater Casey, Sister 8 roule, 
RistaeSBalmon,. Messrs. R. J. Madkowen' 


Hashim, Dougies and Fakeda, 


Printed’ and. ‘published’ by Bfirnax Avoustfts 
Tats, for the Concerned, at 10a, Deq-Vmux 
Boad Central, City of Victoria, Hongkong. 
London Office 131, Fleet Streat, B.C. 


